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[1] UNAA launches People's Commission on detention

The United Nations Association of Australia is gathering information about Australian Detention practices in response to ongoing community disquiet about the treatment of asylum seekers ‑ and in the absence of a Royal Commission.

The UNAA's People's Commission of Inquiry will enable its members and associates to contribute to a central data base so that the experience of detainees can be recorded and forwarded to appropriate authorities including, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and Australian based government and parliamentary inquiries. 

Over the past 12 months there have been repeated calls for independent assessment of conditions within detention centres and for judicial review or a Royal Commission to open up scrutiny of detention policy. In the absence of these official mechanisms the People's Commission will rely on those people living, working or visiting detention centres to provide important insight into the need for policy reform. 

Anecdotal reporting of major disturbances, deaths and attempted suicide, child abuse and the overall punitive environment of Australia's detention centres indicates that efforts must be made to compile a comprehensive account of life in detention. Clearly without an official inquiry this will not be an easy task, but the People's Commission is an interim measure to try to collect personal stories which reflect individual experience. UNAA will continue its advocacy for a Royal Commission. 

It is hoped that the People's Commission will encourage detainees, former detainees and families, detention staff, official visitors, legal advisers and media to be involved in recording  information which could be used to develop an alternative approach to mandatory detention of all asylum seekers. 

The People's Commission will invite comment on 
·	Living Conditions , Privacy , Psychological Impact 
·	Medical Facilities, Education and Recreation Facilities, Counselling 
·	Management Practices, Staff Training, Cultural Awareness 
·	Access to Information  Access to Legal Advice, Appeals Process
·	Special Needs of Children, Special Needs of Women 
·	Depression, Violence, Punishment, Suicide 
·	Release into the Community, Work Rights, Temporary Protection Visas 
·	Deportation Procedures 

For more information: Margaret Reynolds, UNAA National President <margaret.reynolds@bigpond.com>  PH.0418 181 843
David Purnell, UNAA National Administrator <larkspur@cyberone.com.au > (02) 6254 1111

***
[2] PM restates detention policy

The Prime Minister, John Howard, said there would be no change to his government's policy on detention for asylum seekers. Interviewed on Channel Nine's Today Show [Friday, January 25, 2002] he said that calls for asylum seekers to be released into the community while awaiting processing for possible refugee status would send the wrong message around the world. More asylum seekers would be encouraged to attempt to enter Australia. 

He claimed that boat arrivals from Indonesia had been reduced by his Pacific Solution of dumping people on island states paid by Australia to take them. He did not mention cyclonic conditions at this time of year as another possible reason for a decline in boat arrivals.

For more information and transcript access: www.pm.gov.au or call Mr Howard's office: 
(02) 6277 7700			***
[3] Taped lips in silent vigil

Broadcaster Anne Deveson and author Thomas Keneally will take part in a silent peaceful vigil  in which participants will tape their over lips in protest against the increasingly horrific reports of the Federal Government's treatment of asylum seekers in Australia.
        
A small group of concerned Australians have organised the vigil  to be held outside the Immigration Building at 88 Cumberland Street, The Rocks, Sydney  on Thursday January 31 for an hour beginning at 10am. Thomas Keneally will be the main spokesperson.

Organisers say, "We don't want any obstructions whatsoever to passersby, entrances or streets so we are standing single file at the very edge of the footpath."

For more information and attendance, contact Rosie Scott rosie@amaze.net.au 
Ph: (02)  9552 1427 Fax: (02) 9660 6116

***

[4] Australia constantly in world headlines

While many Australians maintain that the asylum seeker issue is an internal matter, the world is watching. Australia's "domestic" handling of mandatory detention in prime time viewing, listening and reading thanks to a vigilant foreign press based in Australia.

A measure of world coverage can be obtained from the UNHCR's Refugee Daily, a global refugee news review prepared  from publicly available media sources. While it does not reflect UNHCR's views, nor does UNHCR vouch for its accuracy, it illustrates the widespread dissemination of refugee news. Refugee Daily can be obtained from UNHCR e-mail: AULCA@unhcr.ch 

For instance, both Agence France Presse and the BBC reported on January 22 that
an Australian government‑appointed advisory committee was investigating conditions at an Australian detention centre "where 18 children are among a group of Afghan protesters who have sewn their lips together. Australia's Human Rights Commissioner Sev Ozdowski said he had also asked his staff to visit the Woomera detention centre on ... "to investigate, among other issues, claims Australia has breached human rights conventions concerning the treatment of children. 

"Immigration officials say 18 children are among 62 detainees who have sewn their lips together as part of a week‑long hunger strike at South Australia's outback Woomera detention centre. More than 200 asylum seekers are involved in the protest over delays in processing their claims for asylum. The latest protest follows a government decision to suspend processing claims by about 2,000 Afghan asylum seekers fleeing persecution by the Taliban regime, which was finally ousted by US‑led forces last month. 

"Ozdowski said if media reports about the protests were accurate, he was "of the view" that Australia did not conform with the rights convention which said the detention of children should be a last resort measure. Suicide Prevention Australia chairman Dr Michael Dudley described the Woomera detention centre as being like "a concentration camp" where some children were being put into solitary confinement. ...".

The New York Times reported that Immigration Minister Philip Ruddock had pointed out that, at least as far as the Afghan detainees were concerned, changes back home had perhaps made their fears of persecution less realistic. According to the New York Times he said that natural disaster, civil war and land mines "don't necessarily give rise to a legitimate claim of persecution," 

Still, a spokeswoman for the UNHCR made it clear that her group considered it too early to send Afghan asylum seekers home. "We need to make sure that Afghanistan becomes stable and that any returns therefore are, if at all possible, to be long‑lasting," said the spokeswoman, Marissa Bandharangshi. (The New York Times)	***
[5] Sack Ruddock say Democrats

The Leader of the Australian Democrats, Senator Natasha Stott Despoja, who described the Woomera Detention Centre as a "hell hole" following her visit on January 24, has called for the dismissal of the Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs, Philip Ruddock.
 
She said, earlier, that the resignation of the chairman of the Council for Multicultural Australia, Neville Roach, "is a wake-up call for the Government". Mr Roach resigned over what he called the Government's inflexible policy on asylum seekers.

Senator Stott Despoja said, "Mr Roach is a respected advocate of multiculturalism and has enormous experience in the area of immigration. It would be irresponsible for the Government to dismiss Mr Roach's criticism but given the arrogance the Government has shown on this issue, it would not be unexpected.

She hoped the Human Rights Commissioner, Sev Ozdowski's National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention could convince the Prime Minister that a more compassionate approach was needed.

Mr Ruddock earlier warned that the Human Rights Commissioner should not overstep his mandate in respect of detainees.

For more information and comment, call Senator Natasha Stott Despoja (08)  8232 7595 or Democrats Immigration Spokesperson Senator Andrew Bartlett on 0418 743 789 
website: www.democrats.org.au/

***
[6] RAR calls for closure of detention centres

Rural Australians for Refugees has called for closure of detention centres. A convenor for the group Anne Coombs said, "Before more tragedy occurs the Government must acknowledge that mandatory detention is not working and close the detention camps.

"It's time Australians woke up - these places are not the benign migrant hostels of the 1950s. They are concentration camps, where people are stripped not only of their freedom but their dignity".

For more information, call Helen McCue (02) 4862-2325, Susan Varga (02) 4883-6098 or
Anne Coombs (02) 4883-6098 E-mail:  <susanne@hinet.net.au

***
[7] Detainees mental health debate

David McDonald of Racial Respect reports that there is now further correspondence in the Medical Journal of Australia regarding the mental health of asylum seekers. In December the Medical Journal of Australia published articles on the mental health of asylum seekers at Villawood Detention Centre. Immediately afterwards Philip Ruddock, MP, Minister for Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs & Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for Reconciliation issued a statement in which he rebutted some of the articles' contents, and attacked the standing of the MJA.

The Medical Journal of Australia has published Mr Ruddock's letter to the editor and responses from some other key stakeholders. 

David McDonald comments, "The correspondence further demonstrates the tragedy of Australia's policies and practices relating to asylum  seekers, as evidenced here by the Minister's refusal to respond to the key issues raised in the MJA, namely the demonstrated adverse impacts of  detention on the mental health of detainees."

The correspondence is available online at 
http://www.mja.com.au/public/issues/176_02_210102/matters.html 
For more information and comment, call David McDonald at Racial Respect
Ph: (02) 6231 8904 (h); (02) 6125 5618 (w) Fax: (02) 6125 0740; Mobile: 0416 231 890
E-mail: davidm@ozemail.com.au

***

[8] HR Watch on detainees

The New York-based Human Rights Watch has published its World Report 2002. The 670-plus page Report contains a chapter "Refugees, Asylum Seekers, Migrants, and Internally Displaced Persons", with subsections "Australia" [within section "Refugee Protection Post September 11], and "Xenophobic Rhetoric: The Case of Australia" [within section "Combating racism and xenophobia against refugees and migrants"]

Human Rights Watch's World Report 2002 is available on the web at: www.hrw.org/
Human Rights Watch World Report 2002 Refugees, Asylum Seekers, Migrants, and Internally Displaced Persons www.hrw.org/wr2k2/refugees.html

***

[9] UNYA seeks youth views on detention

The United Nations Youth Association (UNYA) has prepared a guide to help young people make submissions into the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission inquiry into children in immigration detention. HREOC  particularly wants submissions from young people.

May Miller-Dawkins, UNYA's  Human Rights Coordinator, says responses can be based on looking at some of the areas covered in the HREOC inquiry's terms of reference (eg education, health) and responding based on a young person's own attitudes towards what these services mean to young people and how these services can best be provided to young people who arrive as asylum seekers or refugees or to those in immigration detention. Respondents can also express themselves creatively with a drawing, poem or story.

For those who do not wish to make an individual submission UNYA will include some short statements from young people in its submission. Additionally UNYA wants to collect statements from young people on how they feel and what they think about children in detention (as well as the broader issues relating to refugees) in order to provide a youth perspective in community discussions on this issue. If, at any point, UNYA wished to use a statement it would seek permission. 

Ms Miller-Dawkins said, "As young people, we are well placed to empathise with the needs and wishes of children and other young people, even in situations vastly different to our own. Furthermore it is our right to contribute to a debate concerning their welfare and treatment in Australia."

UNYA has more than  1000 members across Australia

The  Australian Council for Overseas Aid (ACFOA) wants teachers to involve their students in debating the issue of children in immigration detention discussed in schools. ACFOA's project should be on ACFOA's website on the topic in the near future.

ACFOA also wants school children to make submission based upon class discussions, to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC)’s National Inquiry into children in immigration detention.

ACFOA  has prepared suggested class approaches to engaged students in debate on such topics as access to opportunities to play with friends, teachers and schooling, doctors, parents; cultural differences including language. ACFOA is providing interested teachers with references to published background material on detention centres.

The deadline for submissions to HREOC is March 15. If young people want to send it through UNYA e-mail by March 3 to: humanrights@unya.asn.au or fax (02) 9954 0671 For more information, call May Miller-Dawkins on 0414 820 662. website: www.unya.asn.au

For more information about ACFOA's project, call the  Human Rights Policy Officer at ACFOA (02) 6285 1816 e-mail: acfoa@acfoa.asn.au website: www.acfoa.asn.au

Terms of reference of the HREOC inquiry are at:
 www.humanrights.gov.au/human_rights/children_detention/ index.html 
For more information on the HREOC Inquiry, call: Janine MacDonald (02) 9284 9880


***
[10] Immigration, nationality and refugee law courses

Sydney University's postgraduate law program is offering a course in Immigration and Nationality Law in Semester 1 (ie March), by Dr Mary Crock The course is open to non-lawyers and to people who do not necessarily want to do a full master of laws.  It is a general introductory subject that covers both international refugee law and Australian domestic law and practice.  In semester 2 Dr Crock will be running a course on Refugee Law

She would like to hear from people who are interested in either course.   The first semester offering runs every Tuesday evening, 6-8 pm over 13 weeks.
For more information, e-mail: <maryc@law.usyd.edu.au

***
[11] New refugee support group

Project SafeCom Inc. based in Western Australia, is non-profit Association which defines some of its core objectives as:

To envision, conceptualise, plan, develop and oversee the operation of a Safe Community in Western Australia for people of any race, gender, creed or nationality, who are displaced as a result of Wars or Political, Social, Climatological, Ecological and Geological upheaval and/or Disaster; and for other users as and when appropriate.

To develop and implement a property strategy within the strictest guidelines of what constitutes "sustainability", "energy efficient", "organic farming", "non-chemical fertilisation", "nature conservation", "permaculture"  and "re-vegetation", as interpreted in the Association's Statement of Values and Operational Plan.

Jack H. Smit, the Coordinator of Project SafeCom, will present a draft of the "Australian People's Refugee Visa" at a presentation at the RUSSIC/MERC Conference at Curtin University of Technology in Perth on February 6. The title of the conference workshop is Australia Indonesia Border Tensions: Continuing the Dialogue on Refugees, Asylum Seekers and People Smugglers. The all-day workshop begins  at 8:30am, details of which are at:
http://russic.curtin.edu.au/refugees_workshop.htm

For more information, contact Jack H. Smit Phone (08) 9881-5651 or by e-mail: JackHSmit@safecom.org Website: www.safecom.org/

***

[12] Scholarship for refugees

The Pratt Foundation is seeking applications from individuals who arrived in Australia as refugees or whose parents or grandparents were refugees, to receive a scholarship award to participate in programs at the Victorian College of the Arts.  The applicant must be living in Australia permanently and an Australian citizen or holder of a permanent residency visa. 

A selection committee will judge applications with reference to:
*	artistic merit demonstrated by a portfolio of most recent work
*	career aspirations
*	likely success in completing proposed course of study
*	academic achievement.

Applications will be accepted for any of the VCA areas of study.
For more information or to suggest possible applicants, e-mail Sue McGrillen, Executive Support and Development Coordinator, Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture: mcgrillens@survivorsvic.org.au for a faxed  copy of the application form. (e-mail version
unavailable).
or Ph: (03) 9388 0022 Fax:(03) 9387 0828

***

[13] UNHCR murders: prison terms increased

Agence France Presse reported on January 18 that Indonesia's Supreme Court had increased the jail terms of three East Timorese militiamen involved in the killing of three UN employees in West Timor. 

Prison terms of between 10 and 20 months, which were denounced as a "mockery of justice" by a senior UN official, were increased to sentences of between five and seven years by the court. Xisto Pereira, Sarafin Ximenes and Joao Martin were among a group of six people sent to prison in May last year. The North Jakarta district court cleared them of murdering the three UNHCR staff in the West Timor border town of Atambua and convicted them of inciting mob violence. The victims -- an American, Croatian and an Ethopian -- were attacked by a mob of East Timorese militiamen in September 2000. They were stoned, stabbed and beaten to death and their bodies were set on fire. Supreme Court Chief Bagir Manan and a council of judges agreed to increase the sentences because, they ruled, the defendants' actions clearly led to the death of the UN staff. Xisto Pereira, 26, and Joao Martin, 27, would be jailed for five years and Serafin Ximenes, 26, for seven years. "As the result of the actions of the defendants and a mob, windows of the UNHCR office were damaged and three staff member of the UNHCR were killed ..." the judges said in their ruling. The heavier sentences were imposed on November 15 but the ruling was not publicised at the time. UNHCR chief Soren Jessen-Petersen had strongly criticised the original sentencing a "mockery of justice." The Supreme Court has not yet issued a ruling on the sentences imposed on the three other convicts -- Julius Naisama, Jose Fransisco and Joao Alves da Cruz. (…) (AFP) AULCA@unhcr.ch

***
[14] More aid for Afghanistan

During the international donors' conference in Tokyo,  Australia committed an additional $17 million to the people of Afghanistan. This was on top of the $23.3 million announced last year. Australia was represented in Tokyo by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Chris Gallus,

Of the additional $17 million announced in Tokyo $10 million will be allocated as follows:
·	$3 million to UNHCR 
·	$2 million to the World Food Program 
·	$1.5 million to Australian non-government organisations 
·	$1 million to the United Nations Development Program's Regional Humanitarian Coordinator's Office 
·	$1 million to the UNDP Trust Fund for the Interim Afghan Administration 
·	$500,000 to UNICEF 
·	$500,000 to UN Drug Control Program 
·	$500,000 for mine action activities. 

The initial $23.3 million is being distributed as follows:
·	$11 million in total to UNHCR 
·	$5 million to the World Food Program 
·	$4 million in total to the International Committee of the Red Cross 
·	$1.5 million in total to the International Organisation for Migration 
·	$1 million to Australian non-government organisations
·	$500,000 to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
·	 $300,000 for the Afghan Forum in October 2001.

The Opposition spokesman on foreign affairs, Kevin Rudd, has called on the Government to increase its mine-clearing aid to Afghanistan, describing the allocation of $500,000 as "deeply disappointing."

He said, "This is a very inadequate sum which in no way reflects the enormous scale of the mine clearance task, nor the vital importance of this program to facilitate the safe return of millions of Afghanis to their homeland. ...".

For more information contact the office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs (02) 6277 7500 
e-mail: A.Downer.MP@aph.gov.au website: www.dfat.gov.au
Or AusAID: 02 6206 4960  www.ausaid.gov.au

UNA-UK received donations in excess of £80,000 (US $112,000 approx) in its recent appeal for the World Food Program's work in and around Afghanistan. Catherine Bertini, Head of the World Food Program, said, "I greatly appreciate the support of the British United Nations Association, not only in practical ways but as a channel for mobilising wider public awareness of the UN's role in the region."

For more information, access www.una-uk.org Or e-mail: info@una-uk.org

List of aid groups collecting for Afghanistan - item [28]

***
[15] Health priority in Afghanistan

The World Health Organisation has emphasised that a mentally and physically healthy population is the most essential component for the reconstruction of Afghanistan. Addressing the donors' conference in Tokyo last week, WHO representatives made the point that health is one of the most devastated sectors in the country,

The WHO is calling for an immediate $60 million to assist the Afghan Ministry of Health to design and implement key public health programmes including immunisations, diarrhoeal disease, tuberculosis, malaria control and safe motherhood. Establishment of management support systems will feature among the priorities in the immediate and long term. An estimated $2.2 billion investment over the next decade is needed to develop a functioning health system in the country, capable of delivering comprehensive primary health care services.

For more information, access: www.who.org.ch/
or e-mail WHO Spokesperson Gregory Hartl hartlg@who.int


***

 [16] Mary Robinson to miss Sydney racism conference

UN Human Rights Commissioner Mary Robinson will not now the keynote speaker at a national conference on Racism, at the Sydney Opera House on March 12-13, hosted by the Human Rights & Equal Opportunity Commission is holding. A replacement speaker will be announced soon.

The conference, titled Beyond Tolerance,  will be a timely opportunity, says HREOC, to reflect upon where Australia needs to direct ant-racism efforts over the next decade.

For more information contact:
Meredith Wilkie, Director, Race Discrimination Unit
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission ph:(02) 9284 9881 
e-mail: "Meredith Wilkie" <MeredithWilkie@humanrights.gov.au>

***

[17] Tibetan released

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Alexander Downer, has  welcomed China’s decision to release Ngawang Choephel, a 36-year old Tibetan ethnomusicologist who has been imprisoned in China since 1995.  Ngawang Choephel, who had been serving an 18-year sentence on charges of spying, was released early on medical grounds and allowed to travel to the United States.

Mr Downer said the Australian Government had been deeply concerned by Ngawang Choephel’s situation and has urged China on many occasions to release him.  Australia has raised his case with China at each round of the annual Australia-China Human Rights Dialogue since the Dialogue’s inception in 1997.

For more information call the office of the  Minister for Foreign Affairs (02) 6277 7500 e-mail: A.Downer.MP@aph.gov.au website: www.dfat.gov.au 

***

[18] Military Law Conference
 
The Asia-Pacific Centre for Military Law is hosting a conference at the  University of Melbourne February 18-22 titled 'Pushing the Envelope: Australian Defence Force Contributions to the Development of International and Operations Law'.  

Conference details including draft program and registration form are available at
 www.law.unimelb.edu.au  under the icon 'Military Law Conference' or by
 contacting the Centre Administrator, Ms Dianne Costello, ph: (03) 8344 4775
 or email: d.costello@unimelb.edu.au
 
 
***

[19] UNESCO's Memory of the World exhibits

Two artefacts listed on UNESCO's Memory of the World register are exhibited among more than 150 exhibits displayed in Treasures of the World's Greatest Libraries, at the National Library of Australia, Canberra. The Memory of the World register lists manuscripts and other items deemed to be of unique and irreplaceable world significance.

The personal papers of Eddie Mabo, the man who challenged the denial of native title and posthumously won, are listed on the register and are now part of the Treasures of the World's Greatest Libraries exhibition.

Another Memory of the World item on display at the Canberra exhibition is the Hikayat Hang Tuah manuscript from the National Library of Malaysia which dates from  1865 and describes the behaviour of an ideal Malay subject.

The exhibition runs until February 24. but because of the popularity of the event, the library now has a number access system. Daily entry is limited.  Visitors need to arrive at the Library before 10am to secure a place in the queue. Library staff estimate the waiting time, allowing visitors to enjoy the Library or see other attractions in the National Capital while waiting.

Information on queue progress is on (02) 6262 1292 (Weekdays 9am–5 pm) or 
(02) 6262 1111 (Weekends 10am – 5pm) 
Website: www.nla .gov.au click on the Treasures icon.
Opening hours in January are from 8am – 6pm daily.
For the long weekend Friday January 25 – Monday 28 the hours are 8am – 8pm.
During February the hours are 8am – 6pm from Monday to Friday, and 8am – 8pm on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Admission to Treasures from the World's Great Libraries is free. 

***

 [20] Food safety and disease
 
The World Health Organisation has issued a food safety and foodborne illness fact sheet (No. 237) as governments all over the world are intensifying their efforts to improve food safety in response to an increasing number of food safety problems and rising consumer concerns.
 
 For further information, contact Office of the Spokesperson, WHO, Geneva. Telephone (+41 22) 791 2599; Fax (+41 22) 791 4858; E-mail: inf@who.int All WHO Fact Sheets  as well as other information on this subject can be obtained  on the WHO home page www.who.int/

***

[21] NGOs to attend meetings

Non-governmental organisations will now be allowed to observe the informal deliberations of the International Conference on Financing for Development following a reversal of the committee's previous ruling on  NGO presence. Normally such procedures are closed to everyone but delegates and relevant UN staff.

Delegates to the preparatory committee for the International Conference on Financing for Development began debating a revised plan of action for the event to be held in, Monterey, 
Mexico in March. The draft plan of action -- the "Monterey Consensus" as it has been optimistically dubbed -- is now in its third rewrite.

So far four UNAs are planning on attending the Conference under the auspices of WFUNA (Denmark, Spain, Sierra Leone and Dominican Republic).  It is possible for many UNAs to be accredited through WFUNA for the Conference.

WFUNA has arranged to hold an event at the NGO Forum March 14-17 before the Financing for Development Conference (March 18-22) in Monterey, Mexico.
More information and archives can be found at www.egroups.com/group/wfuna-una
Or e-mail: Lene Schumacher schumacher@wfuna.org		
***
[22] Banks and disability access

The public consultation period for comments on the draft banking industry standards for disability access ends on 31. The Australian Bankers Association has received detailed submissions and has had face-to-face meetings with a number of peak bodies representing user interests.

Working group meetings in the week beginning February 4 will be reviewing the analysis of all submissions received (in each area) in relation to the latest drafts.  The detailed comments will also be tabled.

For more information, contact Tony Burke, Australian Bankers' Association
02 8298 0409
The drafts may be found at the ABA website www.bankers.asn.au

***
 [23] Budget ideas wanted by Federal Treasurer

The deadline for submissions from individuals, business and community groups about what they see as priorities for the 2002-03 Budget  is February 15, 2002. Submissions for the Federal Treasurer, Peter Costello,  should include a short executive summary of no more than two pages.
Submissions should be sent to:
Budget Policy Division
Department of the Treasury
Langton Crescent, Parkes, ACT 2600
For more information, call Lynne Thompson (02) 6263 3824
***

 [24] UN news daily

UN Wire is a free daily news service sponsored by the United Nations Foundation and its sister organisation, the Better World Fund, which are dedicated to supporting United Nations efforts on behalf of the environment, population stabilisation and children's health. Its reports and the complete issue of each day's UN Wire can be found on the Web at http://www.unfoundation.org The Web version includes hot-links to the complete text of cited articles, a fully searchable archive and easy access to recent issues. 
The UN newsservice also provides official UN news at www.un.org/News/

***

 [25] Jobs and websites
Diplomacy Training Program

The Diplomacy Training Program is looking for an Administration and Program Officer to manage all the administrative arrangements in its small office at the University of NSW, and assist with some project management. 
Good computer skills needed, with the ability to manage a simple MYOB accounting system.  Administrative tasks are varied, as occurs in a small office.  The position is also responsible for assisting the Director in various activities in relation to developing and running human rights training programs in Asia and the Pacific.

Full time, and permanent, but subject to funding.  (Possibility of negotiating part-time.)  Salary $35,000.  Applications close 31 January, 2002.  

For selection criteria, or further information, (02) 9385-3549  Fax: (02) 9385-1778 
e-mail: dtp@unsw.edu.au.  Diplomacy Training Program, Faculty of Law, University of NSW, NSW, 2052.

HREOC vacancies: 

Selection for current vacancies advertised on the HREOC website are based on job specific selection criteria. Applicants should obtain a copy of the documentation from the Commission's website at: 
www.humanrights.gov.au/jobs or by telephoning (02) 9284 9660.  or write to The Human Resources Officer, Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission GPO Box 5218, Sydney NSW 2001 or by e-mail to personnel@humanrights.gov.au
The Commission encourages applications from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, people from non-English speaking backgrounds, people with disabilities and women. 


UNAIDS Vacancies 

UNA/P/01/16 - Team Leader, South East Asia and the Pacific Intercountry Team, P.5, Department of Country and Regional Support, Bangkok, Thailand. Hard copies of this vacancy are available in HRM, V.11, on  the UNAIDS Internet Homepage: httP://www.unaids.org Closing date for application is 27 January 2002.

For   information on any  vacancies, e-mail: hrm@unaids.org
Hard copies of the vacancy announcements are available in HRM, V.222 and also available on the UNAIDS Internet Homepage: http://www.unaids.org

For all UN positions vacant, access:
http://www.detya.gov.au/iae/international/AIRSSite/airshome/airshome.htm
For more information, contact Steve Price, the site manager, e-mail: Stephen.price@detya.gov.au or phone (02) 6240 9012 Alternative sites for employment opportunities with the United Nations and its field operations and list of professional posts vacancies in the International Civil Service, job classification, salary scales and daily subsistence allowances are at the following websites:
www.un.org/Depts/icsc 
www.unorg/Depts/OHRM
www.un.org/Depts/dpko (to apply for field employment and to download P-11 application form)
The Australian Council for Overseas Aid publishes details of vacancies in the NGO area. Details are available on the ACFOA website at www.acfoa.asn.au or by phoning 02 6285 1816. 

***
 [26] Diary dates
To list your event in Diary Dates just send brief details by e-mail to: imathews@ozemail.com.au 

January 28-February 8  PrepCom for the World Summit on Sustainable Development, New York. Info: wfunany@wfuna.org
January 29 Public meeting "What is happening to refugees in detention?"  Canberra 7pm, City Labor Club (Childers St Civic: formerly the Workers Club, Canberra) Info:  Phil Griffiths, Refugee Action Committee (Canberra) mobile 0415 752 012 website: www.refugeeaction.org
January 29 Violence Against Women: impact, effects & response E-mail: siangt@unimelb.edu.au 
website: www.kcwh.unimelb.edu.au
January 31 World Economic Forum  2002 Annual Meeting in New York, (not in Davos,Switzerland.)  website: www.weforum.org
February 4-5 Conference "Mediating Human Rights and Democracy: Indonesia, Australia and the Netherlands" Perth, Info: Conference organiser Wendy Sahanaya Ph: (08) 9266 2708 or (08) 9457 7236 E-mail: w.sahanaya@curtin.edu.au website: www.api-network.com/mediating/
February 5-8 	Symposium on Best Practices in Humanitarian Information Exchange - Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland. Information: www.reliefweb.int/symposium                  
February 12-20 Public Health in Complex Disaster Settings (Refugee Health Care) Short Course. Melbourne. Conducted by The Burnet Institute. Contact: Trish Clark: (03) 9282 2275 or e-mail - clark@burnet.edu.au
February 14 International conference on Environmental Justice and Global Citizenship, Denmark. Info: www.inter-disciplinary.net/e1.htm
February 25 Human Rights and Peoples' Diplomacy 12th Annual Training for Human Rights Defenders from the Asia-Pacific region in Sri Lanka Contact in Australia: (02) 9385-2277 dtp@unsw.edu.au website: www.law.unsw.edu.au/centres/dtp
March 7-9 Model United Nations of the Americas Conference,n Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Info and "Registration Forms" at:
http://www.unadr.org/americas/index.htm  
or e-mail: jgagain@unadr.org.
March 8  International Women's Day
March 12-13 Beyond Tolerance: A National Conference on Racism, Sydney Opera House. Info: janisconstable@humanrights.gov.au at the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission.
March 15-16 Human Rights in Asia: Tradition and Trajectories conference at the Asian Studies Centre Michigan State University, US, organised by the University's Info: website: www.isp.msu.edu/asianstudies/hrc_asia
March 21-28 Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling Against Racism & Racial Discrimination www.un.org/rights and www.universalrights.net
March 23 World Meteorological Day -  www.wmo.ch
April 7 World Health Day http://www.who.ch
April 23 World Book and Copyright Day www.wipo.int
May 3 World Press Freedom Day www.unesco.org
May 8 World Red Cross Day
May 13-18 World Health Assembly,  Geneva. Resolutions and other Executive Board documents can be found at www.who.int/gb
May 15 International Day of Families
May 17 World Telecommunication Day
May 19-22 Ecotourism Summit,Quebec, Canada. Info:: www.world-tourism.org and www.uneptie.org  World Tourism Organisation,Madrid + 34 91 5678 100 e-mail: env@world-tourism.org and/or Oliver Hillel at the UN Environment Program, Paris + 33 1 44 37 76 21 e-mail: oliver.hillel@unep.fr
May 25 Summer Course on Refugee Issues, Centre for Refugee Studies, York University, Toronto, Canada  www.yorku.ca/crs 
May 21-25 UNEP Children's Conference on the Environment, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. Info: www.iccCanbada2002.org e-mail: info@iccCanada2002.org
May 29-31 Green Processing 2002:  International Conference on Sustainable Processing of Minerals, Cairns Convention Centre, Cairns Qld. Info: Miriam Way, Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (03) 9662 3166   e-mail: conference@ausimm.com.au   
May 31 World No-Tobacco Day www.who.org.ch/
June 4 International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression www.unicef.org
June 5 World Environment Day www.unep.org
June 9-28 23rd International Human Rights Training Program (IHRTP) in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Québec, from The Canadian Human Rights Foundation (CHRF) www.chrf.ca
June 17  World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought www.unep.org
June 26 International Day Against Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking www.undcp.org
June 26 UN International Day in Support of Victims of Torture www.un.org/rights and www.universalrights.net
July 3 International Day of Cooperatives
July 7-12 14th International AIDS Conference, Barcelona. Info: www.firabcn.es
July 7-13 World Congress of Sociology, Brisbane. Info: papers, participants, or registration, call the Congress Secretariat in Melbourne (03) 9417 0888 fax (03) 9417 0899 e-mail: sociology@meetingplanners.com.au website: www.sociology2002.com
July 11 World Population Day www.unfpa.org
August 9 International Day of the World’s Indigenous People www.un.org/rights
August 12 53rd anniversary of the Geneva Convention
September  World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg. Info: International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) Diego Noguera at diego@iisd.org
website: http://iisd.ca/scripts/lyris.pl and choose 2002SUMMIT-L from the list of IISD's e-mail lists
September 8 International Literacy Day
September 8 World Reconciliation Day:
September 16 International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer www.unep.org
September 21 International Day of Peace www.un.org/peace 
Last week in September World Maritime Day www.imo.org
September 29- October 3 17TH annual International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) conference "Volunteering, Reaching Out for Reconciliation and Peace". Seoul, Korea. Info: e-mail: kdennis@iave.org website: www.iave.org
October 1 International Day of Older Persons
October 4 World Habitat Day
October 9 World Post Day 
October 13 International Day for Disaster Reduction
October 16 World Food Day www.fao.org and www.wfp.org
October 17 International Day for the Eradication of Poverty		
October 24-30 Disarmament Week www.un.org/peace
October 24 United Nations Day www.un.org
October 24 World Development Information Day www.undp.org
October 27-30 Maturity Matters conference on Ageing Perth WA. . Info: Judy Hogben, Office of Seniors Interests, Level 4, St Georges Tce, Perth WA 6000. www.congresswest.com.au/IFA
October 28 Universal Children’s Day (Australia)
November 14 International Diabetes Federation & WHO World Diabetes Day
November 16 International Day of Tolerance
November 20 Africa Industrialisation Day www.un.org/Depts/eca
November 21 World Television Day www.unesco.org
November 29 International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People
December 1 World AIDS Day www.unaids.org
December 2 International Day for the Abolition of Slavery www.un.org/rights and www.universalrights.net
December 3 International Day of Disabled Persons www.who.org.ch/ 
December 5 International Volunteer Day for Economic & Social Development www.un.org/ecosocdev
December 7 International Civil Aviation Day www.cam.org/Icao
December 10 Human Rights Day. www.unhchr.ch  and http://www.un.org/rights and www.universalrights.net
December 11 World Asthma Day.  WHO info: e-mail: rozovi@who.ch website: http://www.who.ch/
December 29 International Day for Biological Diversity www.unesco.org


United Nations International Years:
The International Year of Mountains, 2002, is being organised by the Food and Agriculture Organisation.website: www.mountains2002.org
For Environment Australia's program for IYM, access www.australianalps.environment.gov.au or call Cath Renwick (02) 6250 9501 or e-mail: cath.renwick@ea.gov.au

The International Year of Ecotourism will be observed in 2002 Australian website: www.ecotourism.org.au/IYE2002
For a full list of International Years from 1959, call the UN Information Centre, Sydney, (02) 9262 5111 or Fax (02) 9262 5886

***
[27] Refugees: Contacts and coverage

Because of the wide and varied media coverage of the on-going refugee situation, UNity lists some of the many outlets monitoring and commenting on the events.

Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs (02) 6277 7860 website: www.immi.gov.au 
Opposition spokesperson  Julia Gillard  (03) 9742 5800 Julia.Gillard.MP@aph.gov.au
Senator Bartlett (02) 6277 3406 or (07) 3252 7101 e-mail senator.bartlett@aph.gov.au
Refugee Council of Australia David Bitel 02 9286 8700 Margaret Piper 0405 144 099
UNAA representative on Refugee Council Lurline Price (02) 9363 0786 
e-mail: dilmprice@bigpond.com
National President United Nations Association of  Australia, Margaret Reynolds, Phone: 0418181843 E-mail: margaret.reynolds@bigpond.com
Nicholas McNally, Chair, NSW Young Lawyers, Human Rights Committee
Ph: (02) 9263 3428 or 0419 855 002; Fax: 02 9264 6622;
E-mail: nick_mcnally@bigpond.com
UNSW Centre for Refugee Research ph:  (02) 9385 1961 email: cenrefre@unsw.edu.au_ 
Website: www.crr.unsw.edu.au
 http://www.unhcr.ch/refworld/refworld/legal/instrume/asylum/1951eng.htm

For other information on refugee issues:

A  site with a registration if you are prepared to house a refugee or refugee family, lists of refugees (for direct communication)  and factsheets. www.spareroomsforrefugees.com/
Pacific Conference of Churches Secretariat:  GPO Box 208, Suva, Fiji
Tel: + (679) 311277;  Fax: + (679) 303205;  E-mail: pacific@is.com.fj
The Asylum Seeker Project at Hotham Mission, Melbourne,  evaluation and report of its work with asylum seekers in the community  e-mail Asylum Seeker Project <asp@sub.net.au
Rural Australians for Refugees e-mail: "Phil Glendenning" <phil@erc.org.au
or "Susan Varga" <susan@goulburn.net.au or Anne Coombs susanne@hinet.net.au
or Helen McCue Ph (02) 4862 2325 hmccue@hinet.net.au
Justice for Refugees call 9 West St, Lewisham NSW 2049. Tele/fax: 02 9572 7484
The Refugee Claimants Support Centre, Brisbane http://www.refugees.org.au
Phone: (07) 3357 9013 Fax: (07) 3357 9019 E-mail: refugees@ecn.net.au
The Asylum Support Service website www.asylumsupport.info lists all of the currently policy documents of the UK National Asylum Support Service (NASS), as well as having a search engine allowing for keyword searches across all the bulletins.
The Refugee Claimants Support Centre in Brisbane has a new website address: http://www.refugees.org.au 
Or contact Chris Gibbings, Refugee Claimants Support Centre
12 Bonython Street, Windsor,  QLD 4030
PO Box 160, Lutwyche QLD 4030 Phone: (07) 3357 9013 Fax: (07) 3357 9019
E-mail: refugees@ecn.net.au

Senate Scrutiny of Bills Committee assessment of migration package of Bills; Alert Digest No 13 www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/scrutiny]

The Report of the Committee of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade and its Human Rights Sub-Committee's visits to Immigration Detention Centres [ISBN 0 642 36648 9] is on the Internet at: www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/jfadt
Or a printed copy can be obtained from the Committee Secretariat (02) 6277 2313

Media monitoring
Refugee Action Collective - Victoria e-mail: refugeeaction@mail.com 
websites: www.vicnet.net.au/~rac-vic/ and www.topica.com/lists/Racvicnews
Justice for Refugees: 02 9572 7484 e-mail: Ausnews@egroups.com
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newslink/nat/
The Asylum Seeker Project website: http://vic.uca.org.au/linkup
Grant Mitchell grantmitch@yahoo.comor Alistair Gee <al@bpartner.com.au Simon O'Neill <simon_oneill@yahoo.com
'Reportage' is prepared by the UTS/ACIJ Students: http://www.reportage.uts.edu.au/more.html#political

In addition, Refugees Daily is a global refugee news review prepared by UNHCR from publicly available media sources but it does not reflect UNHCR's views, nor can UNHCR vouch for its accuracy. For more information e-mail: AULCA@unhcr.ch 

***

ReliefWeb and  Aid contacts
[28] Australian aid for Congo

Australia has given $500,000 in emergency aid to the Democratic Republic of the Congo following the volcanic eruption which has devastated towns and villages around Goma. The funds, to be spent through the World Food Program.

UN  Resident Coordinator's Office in Dakar, Senegal reports heavy off-season rains and a cold wave with the temperatures dropping from 40c to 16c affecting North Senegal between 9-11Januar. Authorities reported 28 deaths and more than 179,000 persons affected. An estimated 470,000 heads of livestock were lost.

Donations sought for Afghanistan

The following agencies are accepting cash donations to assist people in Afghanistan and are signatories to the ACFOA Code of Conduct requiring professional standards of public accountability:
Adventist Development Relief Agency	(02) 9489 5488	
National Council of Churches		1800 025 101
Anglican Board of Missions		1300 302 663	
Oxfam Community Aid Abroad		1800 034 034
APHEDA				1800 888 674	
Plan International Australia		1800 038 100
AUSTCARE				1300 666 672	
Save the Children Australia		1800 337 283
Australian Red Cross			1800 811 700 	
TEAR Australia				1800 244 986
Australian Volunteers International	1800 331 292 	
UNICEF Australia			1800 025 192
CARE Australia				1800 020 046	
World Vision Australia			13 32 40
Caritas Australia			1800 024 413	

For further information and comment contact: ACFOA:	Jim Redden, Acting Executive Director or Jenny Wells, Program Coordinator (02) 6285 1816 e-mail: acfoa@acfoa.asn.au website: www.acfoa.asn.au
AusAID: Fionna Douglas 02 6206 4960  www.ausaid.gov.au


ReliefWeb, the United Nation's humanitarian web site, Map Centre can be found at http://www.reliefweb.int/w/map.nsf/home 
The site currently contains over 1,000 maps and links focusing on information related to humanitarian assistance and coordination in emergencies. 
For more information on the ReliefWeb Project, contact:  Alta Haggarty, ReliefWeb New York  Phone: (+ 1 212) 963-9145 E-mail: haggarty@un.org 
Craig Duncan, ReliefWeb Geneva Phone: (41 22) 917-2232 E-mail: cd@reliefweb.int
For the latest on where emergency aid is needed, contact ReliefWeb, a project of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs: www.reliefweb.int 
e-mail info@dha.unicc.org
For aid agencies which are signatories to the Australian Council For Overseas Aid Code of Conduct contact ACFOA (02) 6285 1816 e-mail: acfoa@acfoa.asn.au website: www.acfoa.asn.au 
To donate to Red Cross appeals call 1800 811 700, or GPO Box 9949 in any capital city. 
AusAID (02) 6206 4960 website: www.ausaid.gov.au

END


