Prlme Mlnlster Kevin Rudd condemns people smugglers as ”the
vilest form of human life” — parasites who feed off the misery of
others, exploiting desperate people who want to escape their
old lives for the promise of a new future in Australia. Mike Safe
reports on the shadowy figures who operate this illegal trade
and meets some of their human cargo who have settled here.

he people smuggler
who promised Morteza
Poorvardi’s family safe
passage to Australia
had a photo of the boat
that was supposed to

y them to theu new
life. Tt :
the kind you see in holiday b

Wh at they eventus 11}\' bET sall on was
a run-down 12-metre fishing boat packed
with more than 200 other asylum seekers.
“My mother was crying,” says Morteza.
“People were packed on the deck, on top
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of the cabin, in the engine room. It was
so crowded, you couldn’t move or s
out your legs. There were famili
people ... everyone just piled toge

“At night, everything was
Everyone was scared. We were all wet

People were fainting, getting dehy
i and then thc water ran out. It w
ars later, Morteza ca
an ironic smile about how
iped by the smuggler they
friend. Yet the memory oi

parem..s and younger brothc1 and siste
endured on their journey — and the shock
that awaited them on arrival in a country

1ew nothing about — still cuts deeply.

his Burmese wife and their four-year-old

son, tells his story as yet another wave in

a seemingly endless tide of asylum seekers
age to our shores.

; life in Australia, while authorities
have warned up to 10,000 others could be
g their way down through Malaysia
mdn\f willing to place their fate in the
hands of people smugglers. So serious
is the anticipated exodus that the Prime
Minister, Mr Rudd, recently visited Malaysia
for talks aimed at stemming the tide.
Indonesia, too, een asked to act on
the illegal people trade.
At present, 700 men, women and
children are being held on Chris
Island while their cases are assessed. The



















