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Refugee boat in Darwin harbour yesterday.

More Vietnam refugees land

The first Vietnamese refugee boat, HMAS Assail, which escorted bour about 5 pm. last night and the

boat in six months sailed into Dar- it the lasg 50km refugees spent last might on boarnd
win harbour yesterday afternoon The commander of HMAS Thevy will be taken W a quarane
with about 140 people on board Assail, Lt John Collins, sad last tine station today after they ”"‘i

The 20 metre vessel, powered by been  interviewed by police ane
- night that the people aboard the

1 small motor, is understood 1o wgt peop : : health olficials,

have sailed from Vietnam. boat appeared in good health Mre Scotr said they would be ia

It was intercepted by & patrol IMe boat tied up in Darwin har-  quaranting for at least a dav
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Officials check bona fides of new arrivals

Suspicions on refugees

From RUSSELL BARTON
CANBERRA. — The Fede-

ral Crovernment is suspicious of
whether ol the Intese load of
Vietnamese “boat people”™ who
arrived - Darwin on Monday
are bona fide refugees.

The Mister for Immigration
and Ethnie Affairs, Mr Macphee,
sittid yesterday that inital invest
gations  inddicated  that at  least
wome of the 146 Vietnamese
iboard  the  25-metre

may not have
from Vietnam,
reports  that  the
vessel sighted  leaving the
Malavsian refugee camp at bBis
dong on September 18

Mre Macphee said that investi-
pations were hemng carried out by

a team of departmental officers

peaple
winnlen vissel
come directly
I'here  are
Wils

to establish the refugees' iden-
ity

"I am concerned to ensure
that claims to pmlm‘lmn and as-
sistance by any wha may, in fact,
be refugees are given full and
sympathetic  consideration,”  he
said,

ILhe mimsters statement gave
credence to reports that the latest
arrivals would be among the last
1o be necepted by Australia be-
fore the Government adopts new
guidelines on refugees

Sources from Mr Macphee's
department suid that it was likely
that the 146 passengers on board
the boat would be accepred as
refugees

DARWIN, — A Navy patrol
hoat escorted the “boat people”
into Darwin  harbour on  Mon-
duy

I'hey ashore

came vesterday,

Immigration, Health and Cus-
tams officials, who are used to
processing Vietnamese refugees
since they first arrived off Darwin
in 1978, have heen struck by
the apparent robustness of the
latest group.

_Their brl;zht red and green
25-melie Dishing  vesael,  the
\ T838, seems far more sca-

worthy than some of the sinking
wrecks  which  have  previously
arrived with their ill and mal-
nourished passengers.

Officials, with the help of
Vietnamese interprefers, were
still questioning the boat people,
including 60 ¢hildren, at  the
quarantine station last night

It s expected that it will he
at least two davs before the story
of the journey and the identity
of the new arrivals 15 established.

But an immigration official,

who did not want to be identified,
said it had been confirmed that
the vessel stopped off the east
coast of Malaysia on the way to
Australin.

It had been met by a Malay-
sian marine patrol and sent on

its way. That had been about a
fortnight ago.

however,
the wvessel

It was not known,
when or from where
had left Vietnam,

Nor was it known whether its
passengers were Chinese or Viet-
namese,

The officials said the vessel
was 4 Vietnamese-style [ishing
boat not Malay or Chinese

About 16 such boats are now
rotting in Darwin
making the journey.

The official  said the new
arnivals  seemed to know  what
procedures 1o expect in Australia,

harbour alter
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Two ‘boat
people’
detained

From PATRICK WALTERS

CANBERRA, -~  Two
Indo-Chinese who arnived in
Darwin on Monday on a boat
containing 146 people  have
been taken into  custody for
(uestioning,

Ihe detention of the two men
follows Immigration Department
investigations into  the  back-
grounds of the people on the 25-
metre vessel VIBIS who claim to
be Vietnamese refugees,

The Minister for Immigration
and Lthnic Affairs, Mr Macphee,
revealed yesterday that in view of
information obtained about the
boat before it entered Australian
territorial  waters, the Govern-
ment had proclaimed the Im-
migration (Unauthorised Arrivals)
Act, 1980, last week, enabling it
to take action against the un-
authorised arrival of ships in
Australia,

Mr Macphee suid he had in-
dicated last year when the bill was
passed by Parliament that the
legislation would only be pro-
claimed if it was thought there
would be a strong reason in the
public interest to do so.

“Whether action is taken under
that Act will depend on the out-
come of the investigations to
which 1 have referred.” Mr Mac-
phee said. .

Mr Macphee said on Tuesday
that inquiries had cast doubts on
the dentity of some of the pas
SCNEErs.

Covernment  sources  behiewe
thut the people on board almost
certainly did not come to Darwin
direet trom Vietnam,
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Govt links Hong
Kong gang
to refugee racket

CANBERRA. — The De-
partment of  Tmmigrition  and
Ethnic Affairs has uncovered
evidence of o Hong Kong sii-
dicate operation o move peopls

illegally o Australio frons
i,
| liis Pl low » pv st il ine

o the  bachprounds of 146
people who wrived in Barwin
thiv: week on i Than fishing bt
VERAE, chuming to be Vietmam-
es@ relugees. 1L iy now Known
that all of those on board did pot

comne o Parwin diredtly e
N, .
SMeanwhile,  an ol who

s been provessing boat people
arriving . Darwin since soun
alter the fall of Saigon in 1975,
anid has met all bot six of the

eatimited 460 vessels 1o have
ke the jourpey 1o northern
Avstialy,  osand  that  passengers

on only twe of the vessels could
e dleserilsed s destiiuia.

Fhe rest had been currymg
pold,  money of various curren
;_:.._h, ar e

e otlicial, who relused to be
wengified, sad one of the pas
wnﬂ:n an VRIS wis appar
ently  carrying  evidence of  an
carliee wvisit o Austradia — e
sl of o ticher o o manenad
p:l”..

l i\ fyh th 4:“._' il 1”3“" dad AR
L€ hinese had been resettlod
i Australinn U these, <L)
o Been seleatad from reluges

camps in South-East  Asia and
brought here by official means,

The Hong Kong refugee rucket
imvolves  traflicking  of  ethn
{ hinese, many of whom huave
P Divimgg on Taran, W st
B wiae T hei b,

Slany of those o board the
2hametre VIRIR were found 1w
Pave Lirpe soms of monpes, Chg
AN WK AT IV VR th.lh
SLISTZ.

Fhe Muonster for Inigratne
and Ethe Aflars, Mre Macnhee,
sand vesterday that the passengers
v VSIS may have come Trvm
Lawan amd Hong Kong and paid
stilbstaningl  sums o ey lor
their passige.

“Investigations have confitmied
that some of the people who
arrved b Darwin on Octaber 5
had not lived in Viewam  lor
some venrs” Mr Macphee said,

W Aaephee soaod thot detailed
mvestimtions  were  continuing
it Bhe wase Dot i Australio
amd oversews, He confiemad that
P plieers from the Roval Hong
hoone police were i Darvin 1w
help in the investigations,

“There s a need Top Turther in-
wvesligalions, particularly o estab.
lish the wlentity of those on boarnd
wid this iy likely 1o take ot least
several more davs.”

Crovernment sources coneeded
vesterday  that there may  have
Been sumilur cases in the past ol
trafhicking of people cliiming o
be relurees

erald
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Economic refugees

FEDERAL IMMIGRATION authoritics
are now closelv investigating the 140
Vietamese relugees who  arrived  in
Darwin a week ago in a suspictously sea-
worthy ship and in suspiciously good
health,  They may ool be  relupevs.
According to Canberra sources, in lacl,
while most were born in Vietmam they
made their way some years age o
Taiwan and Hung kong in search of a
better life. When this failed o material-
ise, they made their way, in a precon-
certed plan, to Bangkok. Once there,
they then arranged purchase of a
seaworthy  vessel o tahe  them (o
Australia.

Legal action is pending, and one of
its results may well be their repatriation
os prohibited mmmigrants,  Thev are nol
mmmigrants. They are not refugees. This
chould not occasion us undue distress.
Of the nearly 50,000 Vietnamese n:lllp.-*c*.
to arrive in this country—~60 per cent of
them Victnamese, the remainder cthme
Chinese—only a relative handful have
for one reason or another come within
the category of prohibited immigrant.

The Darwin  cpissde,  however,
strengthens the case for looking more
closely at some of the Vietnumese refug-

¢es now making their way to South-
Fast Asian camps and secking to settle
in Australia and other third countries.
On  closer examination, far 0o many
prove to be economic refugees more
mterested in moving Lo ereener pasfures
than in  political asylum. Under the
"'IL'qII‘IH'IE ot the UN Convention, they are
certainly not political refugees in fear of
their lives or driven from their homeland
on racial, religious, social or political
grounds,

Until now the Austrzlinn Government
has been reasonably relaxed over apply-
ing convention criteria, but the Minister
for Immigration, Mr  Macphee, said
recently that he sought a new policy
which among other things will exclude

from Australin  young. single, male
Vietnomese  leavine  their homeland
cither for purely econonmic reasons or

heciuse they wish to avoid conscnption,
In point of fact, far fewer Vietnamese
seem 1o have left Vietnam this year thao
last.  This may be a trend, or a halt
before  large-scale  departures resume.
But  whether  numbers  increase  or
stabilise, there are gowd reasons for the
Ciovernment to tighten up—nol on emry
requirements but on those seeking Lo
ciploit them,

erald
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‘Boat people’ may be charged

By JOANNE FINLAY

The crew of the Thm lish-
ing boat which arrived in Dar-
win with 146 people aboard on
Oztober 5 are expected o be
prosccuted shortly under Aus-
tralian immgration laws,

Al least six people, including
the wessel’s masier. Tace fings of up
w SI00.000 and 10 years' il
nmder the Immigration  (Lnaatho-
rised Arrivals) Act. 1980, if con-
Lieteed,

The Act, enabling the Covern-
men! fo take action
unautherised arrival of ships
Auvsiralin, was  proclimed  earlier
this month after information abonl
the vessel wis obiainad belore 1t
entered Australain waters,

Maost of the other 140 reonle =
board, ncluding 60 children. are
| kelv to be charsed with beng
prohibiled  immigrants  and  de-
ported,

The passengers. who ¢laimed to
be Vielnamese refucees. are wmlers
stood 10 have come from Hong
Konz and Taiwan.

[nvestizatlions

e A b

A8l b

inte their  hack-

The packed fishing Boat in Darwin harbour,

eronmls by Federnl police, Depar:-

ment of  Immigration and E:wmie
Alfairs oflicers and o Hong
kong pelicemean aré  wmdeestoom 1o
have heen comnleted

The Hong Kong oftivers arnived
aravnd the ime e X5ametre vess
sel VTHIE Cocked in Darwin,

The dzperirient hus said  that
some of the people pard wweney for
their passape foe oo Hong kong
sviidicale which moves vthimie € h-
nese. many of whom have been

znd Einig

lisne in Tatwan, 12 Ausiraba via
Taatlaral.

Accending o a dJdepariment apo-
besmnn, people who lelt Victnam
pedl fouimd  Roother counlry  in
witch they could live could not
then  enter Austialia and claim
Felvees stalis,

The Mimsier for Immigration

Alluirs, Mr Macpheo,
will announce the investigation’s
omtcome this week.
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‘Refugees’ paid up to
$US2,008 for passage

CANBERRA. — A group
of 146 Indo-Chinese, most of
whom came from Taiwan,
paid up to SUS2,008 cuch for
passages lo Australia on board
the Thai fishing bout VT838.

The cost of the journey under
the illegal immigration ruchel wus
SUS2008  per adult
SUSLON to $1.508 for children,
Fhere were 76 adulis on bourd and
70 children.

Fhe Minister for  Immigration
and Ethnic Affairs, Mr Macphee,
said vesterday that the erew amd
pussengers of VTEIB would be
deported  within - the  neat  few

Hy early

and from

September o erew and

weeks. It is the biggest deportition
case in Austrabin's history.

The Government is now faved
with the dilficult problem of gel-
ting the ‘Taiwanese Government,
which it dees not recognise, o
aceept the illegal immigrants,

The Government must prove 1o
the satisfuction of the Toiwanese
Government that most of those on
bouard were legally resident in Tii-
wan before they left for Australia.

Paulks  with  ‘Taiwanese  officils
have alreudy begun and il s en-
pedied v be some weeks berome
the deportmions will take place.

I s expected  that the wo
principul organisers. a Faiwanese
resident and  his wife. and  four
ciew members will be  prosecuted

semble

fi llinI'I LI

wnder the recently proclaimed Im-
migration iUnputhorised  Arvivals)
Act 1980 and ulso deported.

Mr Macphee  wld  Parhamen
vesterday thut the rucket was cen-
tred in Taiwan with links in 'Tha-
fand and Hong Kong,

Ihe orcamisers  advertised  then
phan by word of mouth among the
ethmic Chinese community i Tui-
wan, where most of the passengers

were  reeroited,  apart  from sis
people. who  came  from  Hong
kong, M Maephee suid.
Adthoueh  most  of  them

lived i Vietam betore taking ap
residenve  elsewhere, diutes of  de-
parture from Vietnam varied [vom
us Topg ago us 1954 1o as recently
as Febroary this year.

“1 llllllll‘ rrn

tull complement of passengers had
heen  recruited  and  arrangements
were nrde o aequire a0 suituble
bout o Taiwan and tly the  pas-
sengers lrom Hong Kong and Tai-
wit lo Bungkok, he said,

On September 1L three  hghis
wall Fidal the frassditgeis oy H:m!:kul._
where they were pat up in hotels
fur twer days, The group then triv-
clled by o and bus 1o an iso-
lated  fishing  village in southern
Fhailand, where  they  bowrded o
haamehie Fishing vessel

Fhe bhoat  leir  Thuilund e
Musteadin on Seprember 15
alter it hud  cleared Tha winers
the  wdentification numbers VTRIR
were painted on the bows o e

Vietnumese fishing vessels,

ML on bourd VTHEIS jentisoned
their identitication  documents and
rehearsed o cover story that they
were refugees [rom Vietnam whao
had lelt Vung Tan on Sepiember
I.“

Although  VT838  was  inier -
wepted by g Malaysian patrol cratt
at Puluw Widong on September 17
on the east coast of Malaysia, they
declined 10 disembark  at 1in
United Nutions refugee camp and
resumed  the journey 1o Darwin
Pwo passengers jumped ship as the
VKR Jent Bidong.

The Awvstrabin Covermiment First
lewrned that VTEIE wug bound (o
Australi on Semember 15,
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‘Boat’ people’
back to Taiwan

Qantas has confirmed that a
Boeing 747 has been chartered by
the Department of Immigration to
fly 146 Asians who arrived in Dar-
win on a fishing boat in October 10
Taiwan tomMorrow, :

It iy believed the Fedéral
Government has been (ryipg o
keep the operation secret to get the
illegal group out of Australia as
guictly and quickly as possible.

Comment from Marion Le OAM (March 21, 2010):

“The VT means that the boat came from Vung Tauoutts
Vietnam - so how did they “prove” it came from Mgdega and
were the crew Malaysians or Vietnamese | wonder?”



