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MEDIA RELEASE

28 MAY 2003

THREATENED REMOVAL OF IRANIAN ASYLUM SEEKERS
Yesterday, on behalf of a group of Iranians currently in detention centres, the Uniting Church filed applications with the Federal Court of Australia and served them on the Australian Government Solicitor to prevent the forced return of the Iranians. 

We have put the Minister for Immigration, Multicultural & Indigenous Affairs on notice that any attempt to remove these individuals from Australia to Iran whilst these applications are before the Court amounts to a clear contempt of Court.  

We have requested the Minister to provide a written undertaking that neither he nor his department nor its servants nor agents will not

1. Remove from Australia any of the persons who we named to the Minister on an attached list, all of whom have proceedings on foot in the Federal Court in which he is the Respondent;

2. Threaten to remove from Australia any of the above persons.

The threats to return these people to Iran has caused them very substantial distress and concern.  They are aware the Government of Iran has stated its intention to imprison any Iranian repatriated involuntarily.
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