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a collection of media publications about the boys who defied Ruddock, detention, nationality - and may possibly debunk mandatory detention for children, women, and hopefully… men".

Bakhtiari case 'won't be reopened'

news.com.au

From: AAP

September 28, 2005

THE immigration department today said there is no basis for reopening the Bakhtiari family's case.

Roqia Bakhtiari and her family were deported on December 30 last year after the Federal Government said she was a Pakistani and ruled the family's claim for asylum was unfounded.

The family's pleas for refuge sparked one of Australia's most bitterly-fought migrant law challenges.

It was reported today that Afghan authorities had concluded that Mrs Bakhtiari is an Afghan citizen.

Afghan authorities also said that as the family was being returned to detention in Australia in preparation for their deportation late last year, they finally made contact with people who could vouch for Mrs Bakhtiari.

But it was too late to stop deportation.

General Mohammed Anaam Hoshmand, the head of the little-known Identity Checking Unit, which is based in the Afghan capital Kabul and funded by the Australian Government, said he "never said 'no'" about Mrs Bakhtiari's citizenship.

"Our final report said that the district chief and four relatives had guaranteed Mrs Bakhtiari was from the village of Balaw Dauod (Afghanistan)," he said.

But immigration department deputy secretary Bob Correll said today the new claims would not affect the family's case.

"The Government of Pakistan confirmed that the family are citizens of Pakistan," Mr Correll said in a statement.

"The Government of Pakistan confirmed this in writing and provided Pakistan travel documents for the family.

"When the family was removed, they had no legal right to remain in Australia.

"Having pursued at least 20 different court appeals, all visa and court matters had been finalised.

"Pakistan had formally confirmed that they were citizens of Pakistan and so the department returned them to that country."

Mr Correll said it was up to the family whether they wanted to live in Afghanistan.

"This does not create any basis for reopening their cases in Australia," he said.

Mr Correll said the family had claimed in their court action to need protection from persecution in Afghanistan. 

http://www.news.com.au/story/0,10117,16747443-29277,00.html 

Bakhtiari claims 'legitimate'

news.com.au

From: AAP

September 28, 2005
AFGHAN authorities are satisfied that Roqia Bakhtiari, whose family's pleas for refuge sparked one of Australia's most bitterly-fought migrant law challenges, is an Afghan citizen.

Mrs Bakhtiari and her family were deported on December 30 last year after the Federal Government alleged she was a Pakistani and ruled the family's claim for asylum was unfounded.

After being deported to Pakistan, the Bakhtiari family had almost immediately fled to the greater harshness and impoverishment of postwar Afghanistan.

Their attempt to stay in Australia had been a race against time that the family narrowly lost.

As they were returned to detention in Australia in preparation for their deportation late last year, Afghan authorities finally made contact with people who could vouch for Mrs Bakhtiari.

General Mohammed Anaam Hoshmand, the head of the little-known Identity Checking Unit, which is based in the Afghan capital Kabul and funded by the Australian Government, said he "never said 'no"' about Mrs Bakhtiari's citizenship.

"Our final report said that the district chief and four relatives had guaranteed Mrs Bakhtiari was from the village of Balaw Dauod (Afghanistan)," he said.

http://www.news.com.au/story/0,10117,16747389-29277,00.html 

Afghans after all - the family deported for being Pakistani frauds

Sydney Morning Herald

By Paul McGeough Chief Herald Correspondent in Kabul

September 28, 2005

Afghan authorities have concluded that Roqia Bakhtiari, whose family's pleas for refuge sparked one of Australia's most bitterly fought migrant law challenges, is an Afghan citizen, not a Pakistani fraud as alleged by the Federal Government.

Although the Government insisted on deporting the family to Pakistan on December 30 last year, the Herald has confirmed that the Bakhtiaris then fled almost immediately to the greater harshness and impoverishment of postwar Afghanistan.

Their attempt to stay in Australia was a race against time that the family narrowly lost.

The Herald has learnt that as they were returned to detention in Australia in preparation for deportation late last year Afghan investigators finally made contact with people who could vouch for Mrs Bakhtiari.

They were on the verge of confirming the status of Mrs Bakhtiari, whose application for asylum included all six children, but the investigators told government officials they needed more time to formalise their findings. A source in Kabul had no doubt that this was "officially communicated" to the Department of Immigration in Australia.

In interviews in the Afghan capital this month the chief investigator and his deputy revealed that they were agreed on the citizenship of seven of the eight Bakhtiaris, and they had an open mind on that of the eighth, the enigmatic head of the family, Ali Bakhtiari, 48.

General Mohammed Anaam Hoshmand, the head of the little-known Identity Checking Unit (IDCU), which is based in Kabul and is funded by the Australian Government, said through an interpreter: "We never said 'no' about Mrs Bakhtiari.

"In a report on December 19 we said it [her citizenship] wasn't conclusive. However, [the report] did say there were people in Ghazni province who said she was from the Jaghuri district - we had to have more time.

"Our final report said that the district chief and four relatives had guaranteed Mrs Bakhtiari was from the village of Balaw Daoud - it was dated January 10.

"Mrs Bakhtiari is Afghan. But by the time we knew for sure, [the family] had been deported from Australia, so we just closed the file."

The Herald's research uncovered a crucial document in the IDCU files that supports the claims of Mrs Bakhtiari, whose application for an Australian visa included all her children. In the document, a local mullah and the district governor counter-sign a declaration by four men from Balaw Daoud, in the Jaghuri district of Uruzgan province, that Mrs Bakhtiari is their cousin.

But the deputy secretary of the Immigration Department, Bob Correll, told the Herald that the department had not seen any of the IDCU's Bakhtiari reports. He said: "The reports produced by the IDCU are internal Afghan Government documents and are not provided to the Australian Government." He said the reports had had no impact on the Australian decision to deport the family to Pakistan.

In a written response to questions, Mr Correll said the Afghan evidence and the issue of the family's Afghan nationality were irrelevant as they were also citizens of Pakistan.

"The Bakhtiaris are citizens of Pakistan," he wrote. "Their return to Pakistan was fully consistent with Australia's international obligations. [Their] removal was authorised because they had run out of options. [The department] had an obligation to remove them.

"The IDCU investigation was just one of several lines of inquiry started well before the family were available for removal ... Any claims that the Bakhtiari family have a formal right of residence in Afghanistan do not affect the refugee assessments made in their cases - they had no legal right to remain in Australia [after] at least 20 different court appeals.

"We do note, however, that throughout their time in Australia, they claimed to need protection from persecution in Afghanistan - the country in which it appears they have now chosen to live, in preference to Pakistan, where they are recognised as citizens."

http://www.smh.com.au/news/world/afghans-after-all--the-family-deported-for-being-pakistani-frauds/2005/09/27/1127804478436.html 

Mrs Bakhtiari is one of ours, say Afghan

Sydney Morning Herald

September 28, 2005

In its rush to deport the Bakhtiari family, the Federal Government ignored advice that proof of their Afghan identity was just days away. Paul McGeough reports from Kabul.
The Jaghuri document is scrawled in Dari script. Four rough thumbprints float evenly through the middle - the marks of Mohammad Taqi, Mohammad Ali, Hassan Reza and Yousuf Ali.

But what makes it legal in Afghanistan are the written signatures and official seal that vouch for the bona fides of the four men who claim Roqia Bakhtiari is their cousin - those of Mohammad Zaki Qoraishi, the mullah of the village of Balaw Daoud, and Zafer Sharif, the district governor of the Jaghuri district in Ghazni province.

It's just a single page, sitting in a closed file at the office of the Identity Checking Unit within the walled compound of the Afghan Interior Ministry in Kabul.

But its discovery raises serious questions about the timing of the Bakhtiari family's deportation from Australia on December 30 last year, and the Federal Government's singular determination to send the parents and their six children to Pakistan.

They were flown out after a ferocious struggle in the courts and the media - the Government winning legally with its insistence they were Pakistani; the family and their support network getting no traction with emotional pleas that they were members of the long-oppressed Hazara minority of central Afghanistan.

The father - Ali - arrived in Australia by fishing boat in October 1999. Within a year he was granted a temporary protection visa and released from detention, the first critical step to a new life in Australia.

An immigration officer formally declared: "[He] displayed knowledge of Afghanistan, [he looks like] a person of Hazara ethnicity. Based on [his] knowledge of Afghanistan, his fluency in the Dari language and, in the absence of any evidence to the contrary, I accept that [he] is a national of Afghanistan."

But for the Immigration Department, the arrival in January 2001, by the same people-smugglers' route, of his wife, Roqia Bakhtiari, her brother, Mazar Ali, and her children was indeed "evidence to the contrary".

In a matter of weeks, Roqia was assessed and refused a protection visa.

Her fate, and that of the children, was sealed by an early Immigration Department language test, which concluded: "[Her] dialect/language variant is Pakistani and may, with considerable certainty, be said to originate from Baluchistan in Pakistan … and, overall, as being from the Quetta region." Her immigration case officer concluded: "I am not satisfied [she] is a citizen of Afghanistan."

Ali heard on the Afghan grapevine that his family was in Australia and in detention. Confident of his visa status, he went to the authorities to claim them - only to be pulled in for a new battery of tests that resulted in a declaration that he, too, was Pakistani. His temporary protection visa was revoked and he was put back behind the razor wire. The stage was set for what was to become an almighty brawl.

The family's life stories were investigated layer by layer. But their indefatigable legal and activist campaign could not demolish a wall of contradiction and uncertainty, often based on leads provided by the family, which ultimately shredded their credibility and ended in deportation.

Australian reporters who went to Afghan villages found none who knew Ali, but their relatives sent statements by local Afghan officials declaring they were Afghans. The Australian Government produced confidential evidence from Pakistan - its source and detail were never made public - that Ali was known there and was a Pakistani citizen.

Language experts clashed. A fortnight ago, the Immigration Minister, Amanda Vanstone, told the Senate again that the parents spoke Dari with Pakistani accents and pronunciations. A linguist for the family insisted Ali was a local of Uruzgan province - where he claimed to be from - who had spent little time outside Afghanistan.

Pictures flashed around the world of Roqia's brother, tangled and bleeding in the razor wire of the Woomera detention centre during a violent protest; one of the children's grim drawings of a Taliban beheading was produced; they mutilated themselves; and an escape bid by the elder boys and their choreographed quest for asylum at the British consulate in Melbourne went all the way to the Court of Appeal in London - where it was rejected.

Church leaders and health professionals weighed in, criticising the Government's treatment of the family - particularly the detention of the children. The children were released into community care, but the Government was resolute - the Bakhtiaris were out.

WHILE covering the lead-up to Afghanistan's September 18 election, the Herald was informed that the Bakhtiari family was back in Afghanistan - not in neighbouring Pakistan.

A hunt for the family revealed the existence of the Identity Checking Unit - which is based in Kabul and funded by the Australian Government. Its job is to investigate identity and report back to Australia through the Afghan embassy. Officially, it is a unit of the Afghan Interior Ministry, but it is a critical link in Australia's decision-making on refugee status.

During a long interview with the Herald, the head of the unit, General Mohammed Anaam Hoshmand, opened the Bakhtiari files. A police general, he was pleased with the thoroughness of the Jaghuri document, explaining the importance of the local signatories who vouched for Roqia's cousins.

But the document's relevance is as much in its authorship and content as in Hoshmand's disclosure of the tangled timelines of its preparation and the Immigration Department's moves to deport the family.

Christmas Day last year was less than a week away and Australia might have been easing into holiday mode. But, as the general's investigative staff in Kabul endorsed an interim report on Roqia on December 19, they put the department on a collision course with embarrassment.

As deportation loomed, the whole family was taken back into custody. But on December 23 - four days after the checking unit completed its interim report and a week before deportation - the Afghan embassy in Canberra released a dramatic statement.

This statement might have been dismissed as just a bit more provincial scuttlebutt, because it did not mention the checking unit as a source. But the guarded language used by embassy staff who briefed reporters indicated they were aware of the significance of the unit's findings.

It said: "[We now understand] that at least a few local inhabitants of the Jaghuri district of Ghazni province have identified Mrs Bakhtiari to local authorities as someone who is apparently connected to this district."

The Australian Government had vigorously rejected the Bakhtiaris' claims to be Afghan and had ignored pleas that if they had to be deported, it should be to Kabul - not Islamabad.

Australia could not countenance their request to be shipped to Afghanistan. Switching destinations at such a late point in an emotional battle would have undermined the Immigration Department's core argument against the family - that they were Pakistani and it was doing the right thing by sending them "home" to a country from which they needed neither refuge nor protection.

The Government considered its position, and backed Immigration's recommendation on deportation.

The Foreign Affairs Minister, Alexander Downer, dismissed the Afghan embassy statement, saying: "All the evidence points to them having come from Pakistan."

Equally certain of her position, Vanstone seized on the embassy's use of the word "inconclusive", rather than on the checking unit's belief that it had concrete information and merely needed more time to conclude its investigation.

In a statement, her office said: "The minister noted that the Afghan embassy had today advised that Mrs Bakhtiari's nationality, from an Afghan perspective, needs further investigation and remains 'inconclusive'.

"[But] the Government has written confirmation from the Pakistani authorities that Mr Bakhtiari, Mrs Bakhtiari and the children are all Pakistani nationals. This puts the matter beyond doubt."

But the whole matter was not "beyond doubt" - at least as it applied to seven out of the Bakhtiari party of eight that Australia was in the final throes of deporting to Pakistan.

The checking unit asked for more time to assess, on the ground in Afghanistan, Roqia's claims to be an Afghan. But there would be no more time.

Vanstone claimed that in the previous 12 months her department had closely consulted the Afghan authorities to explore Roqia's claimed Afghan connections. The answer was tantalisingly close. The checking unit needed just another couple of weeks. But it appeared the minister did not want to know.

Her statement said: "From the start of this whole process, in relation to Mrs Bakhtiari, there have been serious doubts about her claims as to her nationality."

Yes, there was serious doubt. But, in their timid way, what the Afghans were saying publicly was that the mother and her children were Afghan, and perhaps the doubt lay in Australia's insistence that they were Pakistani. In Kabul, they needed just days to conclude the case - but the clock was about to stop.

At the time, Mahmoud Saikal was the Afghan ambassador to Australia. Now back in Kabul as a deputy foreign minister, he was reluctant to criticise the Australian Government, but he said last week: "There were rumours about deportation and we thought before anything happened we should make a statement. We thought it might clarify things for the Australian agencies making decisions on the fate of Roqia Bakhtiari.

"Also, as a national of Afghanistan, we didn't want her to come back to us later to ask why did we do nothing about it. We were saying that the file was still open."

That sounds like a challenge to Australia's claims that the family was Pakistani. But Vanstone took a different tack: "This does not change in any way the outcome of decisions relating to the Bakhtiari family - it has been established that Australia does not owe the family refugee protection. The central issue is clear: it is beyond doubt that the family are Pakistani nationals and can go there safely at any time."

Her argument held water as long as Pakistan was the only other government making a claim on them - if they were Afghans, the family's claims that they had fled the Taliban might deserve a hearing; but as Pakistanis they didn't have a case.

And if Kabul, which had been mute through the controversy, was on the verge of officially confirming Roqia's and the children's claims to being Afghan, were they not then entitled to the same protection that other Afghans were being granted by Australia? And, failing that, deportation to Afghanistan, rather than to Pakistan?

ALL the Immigration Department's certainty on the Bakhtiaris being Pakistani dissolved within minutes of the Herald being ushered into Hoshmand's cramped checking unit office at the Interior Ministry.

What separates the work of the unit from what might be dismissed as partisan lobbying by the Bakhtiari support group and a pathetic effort by Roqia's brother, Mazar Ali, to establish her identity, is that the unit is an Afghan-Australian venture.

Oddly, it has received virtually no publicity in Australia. But the sign on Hoshmand's office door is clear: "Identification Commission for Refugees and Returnees from Australia and Nauru Island". Any lingering doubt is dispelled by a plaque proudly displayed over the general's desk - under the Australian coat of arms is a statement of the Immigration Department's support for the unit.

And, while waiting for permission from his superiors to do an interview, the general insisted on producing an album of photographs of his recent visit to Australia as a guest of the department.

A newsletter published by the International Organisation for Migration last December said the checking unit was designed to allow the Afghan authorities to "process identity-related queries received from partner governments by providing equipment and staff training services".

A senior government official in Kabul explained: "The Australians didn't have proper identification mechanisms and we told them our embassy didn't have the resources - this is how the idea was born."

Apart from an oblique reference in a ministerial press release in November 2002 - "$200,000 to enhance the capacity of the Afghan Interior Ministry to conduct identity and nationality checks" - there has been no publicity in Australia about the checking unit. The Australian Government, which is the lone foreign donor to the unit, kicked in another $100,000 last year.

According to evidence by senior Immigration officials quoted in a Federal Court decision late last year, the money "was to fund a dedicated unit to undertake identity and nationality checking required to support the assessment of passport applications by failed Afghan asylum seekers in Australia and Nauru".

In court, these officials were confident that the checking unit was up to the task, revealing Australia's intimate role in setting up and approving the unit's operational procedures and the department's enlistment of the migration organisation to oversee its management.

Justice Peter Jacobson placed particular reliance on the evidence of a witness he identified only by her surname - Ms Mathews - who was acting director of the department's Middle East and Africa section: "In [her] opinion, the information she has been provided by the Afghan authorities about the establishment of the [checking unit] will allow 'remaining doubts' about the identity of the applicants to be resolved."

Jacobson also noted the department's opinion that it would be able to influence the new organisation in Kabul. "Ms Matthews's opinion is that the Australian Government will be able to exercise influence over the work of the [unit] because Australia has provided the funding for the project."

Hoshmand summoned his deputy, Mohammed Sadiq, who outlined a painstaking effort to get to the root of Roqia's status. He said he and his team had spent 37 days in the field - going to Jaghuri twice and once to the adjoining province of Uruzgan.

Speaking through a translator, Sadiq said: "We couldn't find anything in Uruzgan. But in the December 19 report we said that while there was nothing in Uruzgan, there were people in Jaghuri who said Mrs Bakhtiari was from there - but it wasn't conclusive.

"Our last report - on January 10 [12 days after the deportation of the Bakhtiaris from Australia] - said that the chief of the district, the mullah and the cousins had guaranteed that she was from Afghanistan."

Hoshmand interrupted him: "But we never said 'no'. Even our first report in July 2004 said that there might be problems tracking the people and that more work had to be done. On December 19, we said we needed more time."

Sadiq said the relatives had produced family pictures that included a youthful Roqia - but they had refused to part with them because of the cultural sensitivity of revealing to outsiders images of other female members of the family who were in the photographs.

Asked a broad range of questions about Roqia - including where she was schooled and married - the general revealed that the investigation was confined to the single issue of the woman's place of origin: "We have 25 million people in Afghanistan, so it's hard to know every one of them."

The unit also become aware of the family's links to the Hazara community in Quetta, in Pakistan - Roqia's widowed mother had moved there from Jaghuri.

But Sadiq concluded: "Mrs Bakhtiari is Afghan - we wrote a reply telling the Australians she was Afghan. But because her husband's Afghan ID card is a fake, we can't prove that he is Afghan."

Had they concluded that he was not Afghan? "We can't say that he is and we can't say that he is not."

And the general added: "There are many questions we can ask him, but I'll know by just looking at him if he is Afghan."

Ali became a poster boy for the pro- and anti-immigration law lobbies, but, oddly, it seems that no list of people who might vouch for him was sent to the checking unit - just a photocopy of his Afghan identity card, which was dismissed as a forgery after a check in Kabul's central records.

Hoshmand said the separate investigations of the husband and wife were dictated by the information coming from Australia - the checking unit was never clearly informed that these two people were married.

Australia's acceptance of the unit's credibility is significant for another sheaf of documents rejected in the Bakhtiari battle.

When Roqia's brother, Mazar Ali, was deported from Australia in 2003 - also to Pakistan - he returned to Afghanistan and set about gathering documentary proof of his sister's nationality.

He provided six letters attesting to the origin of either or both of the Bakhtiaris. Three of them bear the signature and seal of Sharif, the district governor of Jaghuri who signed the unit's Jaghuri document on Roqia. Others bear the name of Jan Mohammed, the governor of Uruzgan province, who was among the Afghans who formally welcomed the Australian Defence Minister, Robert Hill, to Afghanistan at the weekend.

Mazar Ali's effort was dismissed by the Federal Government early last year and his documents could not be put to the Australian courts because a provision of the Migration Act blocks appeals or reviews of decisions by the Refugee Review Tribunal, which revoked Ali Bakhtiari's temporary protection visa in late 2002.

THE JAGHURI DOCUMENT

Submission paper of Mohammad Taqi, son of Bostan Ali; Yousuf Ali, son of Salman Ali; Mohammad Ali, son of Salman Ali; and Hassan, son of Mohammad Reza, the resident of Balaw Daoud, part of Jaghuri district. 

"TO THE HONORABLE DISTRICT GOVERNOR OF JAGHURI!

The woman known as Roqia, daughter of Yousuf Ali, who is our cousin, is seeking asylum in Australia. We are hopeful that you will be confirming and certifying her refuge and humbling us.

"With Respect, [from left to right, the fingerprints of Mohammad Taqi, Mohammad Ali, Hassan Reza, and Yousuf Ali].

"In the name of God, I, Mohammad Zaki Qoraishi, the Mullah Imam of Balaw Daoud Mosque, certify that: Mohammad Taqi, son of Bostan Ali; Yousuf Ali, son of Salman Ali; Mohammad Ali, son of Salman Ali; Hassan, son of Mohammad Reza; are living residents of Balaw Daoud village.

"With respect, Mohammad Zaki Qoraishi.

"With respect, for Mullah Imam, who is in charge of [Balaw Daoud village], and the residency of villagers is confirmed and certified; Zafer Sharif, District Governor of Jaghuri."

http://www.smh.com.au/news/world/mrs-bakhtiari-is-one-of-ours-say-afghan/2005/09/27/1127804478530.html 

A bitter young man still searching for a refuge

Sydney Morning Herald

By Paul McGeough

September 28, 2005

When a brooding young man lopes into Marco Polo Restaurant in the hectic Shar-i-Naw district of the Afghan capital introductions are unnecessary - those dark eyes, that wan smile are unmistakably Alamdar Bakhtiari.

As the eldest son, he has been delegated to come for tea with the Herald. But the 18-year-old's instructions are to reveal as little as possible about the Bakhtiaris, a family that disappeared from the Australian radar after its searing exposure in one of the country's bloodiest immigration battles.

Until our meeting in the lead-up to the September 18 elections in Afghanistan, the last seen of any of the family was Alamdar - waving glumly from the window of a Government-chartered aircraft as it left Port Augusta on December 30 last year.

Today he wears a blue baseball cap, wraparound sunglasses and a white cheesecloth shirt. A traditional scarf is draped over his shoulders. A light beard grazes his chin.

The Bakhtiaris still claim to be Afghans.

The family disappeared not knowing they were in a race against time - as the Immigration Department was finalising the Bakhtiaris' deportation from Australia, a Canberra-funded unit in the Afghan Interior Ministry was on the verge of confirming the Afghan citizenship of Roqia Bakhtiari, whose application for asylum included all her children.

Initially, all the body language says Alamdar will not stay. But he sits down, pours himself a cup of tea, a second and a third, and loosens up sufficiently to spray all and any - friends as much as foes - who touched the Bakhtiari case.

"They all used us. We don't trust anyone in Australia now," he says. "Here, people have to think about food and clothing for their families; in Australia people just want to get their names in the media."

The Bakhtiaris came as boat people - the father in 1999, mother and children in 2001 - claiming protection as refugees from Taliban-controlled Afghanistan.

They left as bitter people. In the dead of night and under guard, they were deported - not to Afghanistan, but Pakistan - when their relentless support group could find no way around a Government argument that this was a Pakistani family bent on visa fraud.

The Bakhtiari battle polarised Australia. The family were accused of being manipulative fakers out to deceive the authorities; the Government of being brutish for detaining them, especially the children.

But here they are, seemingly surviving in the country from which they always said they had fled a repressive, brutal regime; and which still struggles to rise above destructive decades of war.

Alamdar's bitterness wells up in a flash. Shown a copy of a hand-written document obtained by the Herald, in which four of his mother's cousins claim her as one of their own, he snaps: "Don't show it to me; show it to your Government."

He confirms the Bakhtiaris came to Afghanistan within days of being off-loaded in Islamabad. The young man delights in revealing that his parents would vote in Kabul - as he saw it, exercising a basic right of citizenship and affirming the Afghan nationality they had failed to prove in the courts of Australian law and public opinion.

But asked about their acceptance back in Afghanistan, he is at once bitter and sarcastic: "We're Pakistani, aren't we? They called us refugees, asylum seekers, Pakistanis. Next it'll be terrorists."

Angry as he is, Alamdar reveals that he and his younger brother, Montazar, are making their way in a fractured land.

They are among the Afghans lucky enough to be working for foreign aid organisations that flooded into Afghanistan in the wake of the 2001 overthrow of the Taliban by US-led forces.

Alamdar says he is based in the eastern city of Jalalabad, working for Americans.

Montazar, 16, worked until a few weeks ago with the International Organisation for Migration in Bamiyan, the central highlands heart of the Hazarajat - the Hindu Kush home of the Hazara people, to which the family always insisted they belong.

Known during their years in Australia as "Monty", he is applying for jobs with other United Nations organisations.

Montazar is also being encouraged to train himself as a guide for the tourists now trickling in to see the niches in which the colossal Buddhas stood and the other ancient ruins in the Bamiyan area.

Alamdar says that on their return, the family first stayed for a few days with relatives in Jaghuri, their mother's birthplace. When the Herald visited the village of Balaw Daoud, in a wide, boulder-strewn valley 4½ hours by road south of Kabul, family members said they had since lost contact with the Bakhtiaris who, they thought, might have gone to Kabul or to Quetta, in Pakistan.

Alamdar refuses to disclose their address, but insists that his parents and the other children live in Kabul. His mother, Roqia, recently gave birth to her seventh child - conceived in Australia; his father, who refused through an intermediary to see the Herald, is too sick to work.

The nature of the illness? Apparently referring to a diagnosis that Ali Bakhtiari suffers post-traumatic stress, Alamdar counters: "Go back and read the press reports from 2003."

On their abrupt arrival in Islamabad, he says: "We were kicked out of the hotel within days. We came to Afghanistan because we were afraid of what the Pakistani authorities would do to us; they were throwing Afghans in jail. We were deported with only the clothes we were wearing. The Australians said they would send our property later; nothing has arrived."

He allows himself a wry grin as he recounts going back to Islamabad, a few weeks after the family came to Afghanistan, to call on the Australian high commission: "They said our property would be sent on and asked for a forwarding address. When I gave the Kabul details they looked stunned, asking: 'But what are you doing in Kabul?' We've been gone from Australia for more than nine months - nothing has arrived yet."

The Immigration Department disputes that the family was sent off empty-handed. In a written response to the Herald, the deputy secretary, Bob Correll said that each was advised to take sufficient clothing and other essentials within their 20-kilogram baggage limit. On the journey, department escorts also bought additional clothing and supplies - nappies, food and water - for the family; they left Australia with $2992. On arrival in Islamabad they were handed a settlement allowance of $3500, he said.

Correll does not acknowledge having a Kabul address for the family. But, admitting that almost eight months after Alamdar's visit to Islamabad, the department had not yet forwarded the family's property, he says: "[We were] provided with two overseas addresses. [We've been] seeking written, signed instructions before transferring it to the family."

Alamdar ruminates on the fear behind the family's reluctance to divulge their whereabouts in Kabul: The January 4 statement by the Immigration Minister, Amanda Vanstone, that they would be billed for "at least $1 million" of an estimated $3 million in Government costs before any new visa applications might be entertained.

"Why should we pay the money? All we did was sign the papers and the lawyers got the money," he claims.

Does he miss Australia? There is a brief, unguarded wish to be back there. And life in Afghanistan? "Horrible."

Edgy to the last, the young man refuses to be photographed but stays for an hour, leaving only when he is summoned by a call on his mobile phone.

As he departs, his last bitter swipe is for politicians everywhere.

Would he be voting in the elections?

"Why should I bother? I've registered and been accepted, but all governments are the same - they fix the result of everything."

http://www.smh.com.au/news/world/a-bitter-young-man-still-searching-for-a-refuge/2005/09/27/1127804478533.html 

MEDIA RELEASE: Bakhtiyari Afghani identity papers were on Vanstone's Desk from January 2004
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Bakhtiyari Afghani identity papers were on Vanstone's Desk from January 2004

Media Release

Wednesday September 28 2005 8:45am WST

For immediate Release

No Embargoes

"Several Identity papers, confirming that the Bakhtiyari family were of Afghani nationality, were on the desk of Immigration Minister Amanda Vanstone from January 2004," WA refugee lobby group Project SafeCom claims this morning, after the Sydney Morning Herald reported on the now expelled family.

"Paul Boylan and Associates, acting as lawyers for the family, sent the documentation to the Minister on January 21 2004, but the Minister deliberately ignored the documents, citing that this 'new information' fell outside the prescribed parameters of the family's refugee claim," a handy way of protecting the government's plans for the family, which was already intent to maintain the deliberate ploy to discredit the family's claims because it had seriously embarrassed the government."

"The family was simply too high profile, the former Immigration Minister Phillip Ruddock had already leaked confidential Immigration file information to a number of selected journalists in order to get traction for his claim that Mr Bakhtiyari was a liar and a Pakistani man. Consequently their fate was already sealed, and no attempts by lawyers could sway this determination."

"Both the Immigration Minister and the Attorney-General, Immigration Minister at the time, have serious questions to answer, at least right now before the current Senate Inquiry into the Migration Act, but in any case before the future Royal Commission into the treatment of refugees and Immigration detainees, a Commission Project SafeCom has called for since May this year."

For more information: Jack H Smit, Project SafeCom Inc. phone 0417 090 130

Government told to admit its mistake

The Advertiser

By JEMMA CHAPMAN

29sep05

SUPPORTERS of the high-profile Bakhtiyari family say further "evidence" confirms they were genuine asylum seekers from Afghanistan and should have been allowed to stay in South Australia.

School principals, students, lawyers and welfare supporters known to the Bakhtiyaris have lashed out at the Federal Government, saying it should admit it was "wrong" in deporting them from Adelaide to Pakistan last December. 

The supporters were reacting to reports yesterday that Afghan authorities, funded by the Australian Government, had concluded Roqia Bakhtiyari and her children were Afghan citizens, and this had been reported to the Government. 

Mr and Mrs Bakhtiyari and their six children - who insisted they were from Afghanistan - were deported last December after losing a four-year fight for asylum. 

Father Greg O'Kelly, headmaster of Saint Ignatius' College where Bakhtiyari brothers Alamdar, 16, and Montazer, 15, were students, said: "It would be very nice for the Government to have the grace to admit that it made an error." 

Saint Ignatius' Year 10 students Sam Hooper, 15, Chris Eddington, 16, and Anthony Kunda, 16, who keep in touch via email with their former classmate "Monte", said the Government should have listened to the Bakhtiyaris. 

The embattled Immigration Department yesterday stood firm and refused to reopen the case. 

The department's deputy secretary Bob Correll said "the family had their claims for protection thoroughly tested and refused and were returned to Pakistan - their country of nationality". 

Immigration Minister Amanda Vanstone said: "We have an obligation to return people who don't have a right to stay in Australia to a place where they are accepted as safe, and the Pakistani Government issued travel documents for them (Bakhtiyaris)." 

http://www.theadvertiser.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5936,16754049%255E2682,00.html
Bakhtiari boys appeal to return

news.com.au

From: AAP

October 05, 2005

THE teenage sons of Australia's highest profile asylum seekers, the Bakhtiari family, have asked the Federal Government to let them return to Australia.

They have apologised to the Government, blaming their lawyers and refugee activists for their deportation to Pakistan.

Late last month, nine months after Ali, wife Roqia Bakhtiari and their six children were deported to Pakistan, it was confirmed they were Afghans as they had always claimed.

The Government, which had previously insisted the Bakhtiaris were Pakistanis, said the family could not remain in Australia but could legally reside in Pakistan.

Alamdar Bakhtiari, 16, and his brother Muntazar, 14, were now living in Pakistan's Lahore, but said they wanted to return to Australia so they could complete their education.

"Australian Government, I would like to say sorry, sorry, sorry to them," Alamdar said in an interview to air on ABC television's Lateline program tonight.

"I don't blame the Australian Government for all this.

"I would like to blame those who also were trying to, they were saying they were helping us but they were not."

Muntazar also shifted blame when issuing an apology.

"I would like to apologise to the Australian Government, that whatever happened was not our fault," he said.

"We were used, unfortunately."

The Bakhtiaris became household names in Australia in June 2002 and made international headlines when Alamdar and Muntazar escaped from South Australia's Woomera Detention Centre during a mass breakout of detainees.

Aided by refugee advocates, the boys sought in vain for refuge at Melbourne's British Consulate, but were later returned to Australian authorities.

The family's quest for asylum began in 1999 when Ali Bakhtiari arrived in Australia claiming to be a persecuted farmer from the small Afghan village of Hazara.

He was granted asylum initially, but the Government rescinded his visa because the document was gained under false pretences.

The family was involved in about 20 separate legal actions in its bid for Australian asylum.

They were deported to Pakistan on December 30. 

http://www.news.com.au/story/0,10117,16821166-29277,00.html 

Bakhtiari children appeal for Australian education

AM - Wednesday 5 October 2005 08:14:00

Reporter: Geoff Thompson
PETER CAVE: The two teenage sons of the Bakhtiari family, who became Australia's best known Immigration detainees before they were deported to Pakistan nine months ago, have made an appeal to the Australian Government to be allowed to return to Australia to complete their education.

Sixteen-year-old Alamdar and 14-year-old Montazar, have apologised to the Australian Government and blamed their deportation to Pakistan on the lawyers who acted for them and the activists who supported their cause.

They spoke to Geoff Thompson.

(sound of car)

GEOFF THOMPSON: Two young familiar faces walk among a crowd of Pakistanis, sampling morning refreshments in a place known as Food Street in the Pakistani city of Lahore.

Sixteen-year-old Alamdar Bakhtiari and 14-year-old Montazar have travelled here with Pakistani visas pasted inside their Afghan passports.

Believed by the Australian Government to be Pakistanis, they were deported to Islamabad at the end of last year. Within a week they were in Afghanistan, the country they have always claimed as their own. It is there they have lived and worked for international agencies for much of the last nine months.

They have invited Lateline to meet with them in Lahore because they have a message for Australia's Government and its people.

Alamdar Bakhtiari.

ALAMDAR BAKHTIARI: The Australian Government I would like to say sorry, sorry, sorry to them. I can understand it was the rules, regulation, all that they had to do, but (inaudible) I don't blame the Australian Government for all this. I myself, now I can understand what's happening, it was not the Australian Government who caused us to be deported. It was all caused by our lies.

I would like to blame those who were also trying to… they were saying they were helping us but they were not.

GEOFF THOMPSON: Since their deportation the Bakhtiari family has largely avoided talking to the Australian media.

Alamdar and Montazar Bakhtiari spoke to the ABC to deliver a very simple message.

MONTAZAR BAKHTIARI: I'd like to apologise to the Australian Government that whatever happened was not our fault. We were used unfortunately. But on behalf of my family I would like to say that another opportunity would be good.

GEOFF THOMPSON: The Bakhtiaris still say they had never lived in the Pakistani city of Quetta as the Australian Government has claimed.

But Alamdar Bakhtiari now reveals that since he was a child his family has been on the move, from Afghanistan to Iran for several years, and then to Islamabad in Pakistan, before travelling to Australia.

Alamdar reveals what happened after they were deported last year to Islamabad, where the family stayed in a hotel.

ALAMDAR BAKHTIARI: And they kicked us out of the hotel, we had to sleep somewhere. At least at the end we had to sleep on the road for one night, then the next day me and Dad we had to find a car to get going back, so it took us a long to get back to Afghanistan.

PETER CAVE: And you can hear more of the report from the ABC's Geoff Thompson in Lahore on ABC Television's Lateline tonight. 

http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2005/s1475031.htm 

Bakhtiari boys seek return to Australia

ABC NEWS ONLINE 

Wednesday, October 5, 2005. 11:12am (AEST)

By south Asia correspondent Geoff Thompson
The two teenage sons from the Bakhtiari family have made an appeal to the Australian Government to allow them return to Australia to complete their education.

The Bakhtiaris became Australia's best-known immigration detainees before they were deported to Pakistan nine months ago.

Alamdar, 16, and Montazar, 14, have apologised to the Australian Government and blamed their deportation to Pakistan on the lawyers who acted for them and the activists who supported their cause.

Alamdar and Montazar have travelled to Lahore with Pakistani visas pasted inside their Afghan passports.

Believed by the Australian Government to be Pakistanis, they were deported to Islamabad at the end of last year.

Within a week they were in Afghanistan, the country they have always claimed as their own.

It is there they have lived and worked for international agencies for much of the past nine months.

They invited the ABC to meet with them in Lahore because they have a message for Australia's Government and its people.

"First of all I would like to say sorry to the Government," Alamdar said.

"I can understand, it was the rules and the regulations, something they had to do.

"I don't blame the Australian Government for all this. I would like to blame those who said they were helping us but they were not."

Apology

Since their deportation the Bakhtiari family has largely avoided talking to the Australian media.

"I would like to apologise to the Australian Government," Montazar said.

"Whatever happened was not our fault. On behalf of my family I would like to say any opportunity would be good."

The Bakhtiaris still say they had never lived in the Pakistani city of Quetta as the Australian Government had claimed.

But Alamdar now reveals that since he was a child his family has been on the move from Afghanistan to Iran for several years then to Islamabad in Pakistan before travelling to Australia.

Alamdar says after they were deported last year to Islamabad the family stayed in a hotel.

"They kicked us out of the hotel, we had to sleep somewhere. At least at the end we had to sleep on the road for one night," he said.

"Then the next day me and dad, we had to find a car to get going back, so it took us a long time to get back to Afghanistan."

The full interview with the brothers can be seen on ABC TV's Lateline tonight.

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200510/s1474954.htm 

Deported refugee boys say lawyers used them

Sydney Morning Herald

By Paul McGeough 

Chief Herald Correspondent

October 6, 2005
The Bakhtiaris, the Afghan refugee family deported after a four-year battle over Australian migration law, yesterday disowned the tactics of their supporters and apologised to the Federal Government for the bitterness of the battle.

After the Herald's exclusive revelation last week that the Government's claim that the family were Pakistani had been undermined by an official Afghan report that Mrs Roqia Bakhtiari was Afghan, the family has opted for a conciliatory approach.

Inviting the ABC's Lateline program to meet them in the Pakistani city of Lahore, teenagers Alamdar and Montazar Bakhtiari said they had a message for the Federal Government.

Eighteen-year-old Alamdar says in the interview aired last night: "First of all, I would like to say sorry to the Government. It was the advocates - all the lawyers - who were forcing us to fight against the Government. They used our family but they didn't help us at all.

"On behalf of my family, I would like to say they have nothing to do with us any more and if anything is going on, we'd like to negotiate with the Government as a family. I'd like them all not to do anything for [this] family because I don't want my life to become even riskier."

The family - parents and six children - were deported from Australia to Pakistan on December 30 last year.

Nothing more was heard of them until last week's Herald investigation, which revealed that an Australian-funded unit of the Afghan Government had been within days of formalising its report on the Afghan citizenship of Mrs Bakhtiari - whose application for refuge in Australia included all her children - when they were flown out.

Revealing a little more on the travels of their enigmatic father, Ali Bakhtiari, Alamdar held to the family's denial of the Government's claim that they were from the Pakistani city of Quetta, saying: "We were in Islamabad for two to three years before going to Australia. Before that we lived in Iran. We had to go back to Afghanistan. My dad used to work in Iran and so did his brother. My dad brought money to [Afghanistan] and then we came to Islamabad."

The only display of the boys' customary defiance was in defence of their father as an Afghan: "If my dad wasn't Afghan, why would he get [an Afghan] passport? And if he was Pakistani, the Pakistani Government would say, 'yes, he is Pakistani'. [But] when he was in Pakistan, they treated him like he is Afghan - why would they?" Alamdar said.

Speaking about the controversial breakout from the Woomera detention centre and their subsequent failed attempt to win asylum at the British consulate in Melbourne, Montazar said: "Somehow we got to Melbourne and they made a plan for us.

"I wasn't going to go to the British consulate but the plan was made. We were taken and we were used against the Government.

"The Australian Government still thinks we're bad. But I would love to be given another opportunity, just for a while. I want to do my schooling and university and [then go back to Afghanistan] and work for my country."

The Immigration Minister, Amanda Vanstone, said last week that the Herald's revelations did not warrant reopening the Bakhtiari case.

Yesterday Eric Vadarlis, a Melbourne lawyer who represented the boys at no cost in their attempt to gain British asylum, described their comments as "disgraceful", telling reporters: "If they want to kick us in the face because we tried to help them, then that should be a reflection on them rather than us."

http://www.smh.com.au/news/world/deported-refugee-boys-say-lawyers-used-them/2005/10/05/1128191786300.html 

Bakhtiyari boys say sorry over bitter battle

The Age

By Andra Jackson

October 6, 2005

The Bakhtiyaris, the Afghan refugee family deported after a four-year battle over Australian migration law, has disowned the tactics of their supporters and apologised to the Federal Government for the bitterness of the battle.

Inviting the ABC's Lateline program to meet them in the Pakistani city of Lahore, teenagers Alamdar and Montazar Bakhtiyari said they had a message for Canberra.

Alamdar said: "First of all, I would like to say sorry to the Government. It was the advocates, all the lawyers who were forcing us to fight against the Government, they used our family but they didn't help us at all.

"On behalf of my family, I would like to say they have nothing to do with us any more and if anything is going on, we'd like to negotiate with the Government as a family."

The family were deported from Australia to Pakistan on December 30 last year.

Yesterday a Melbourne lawyer who represented the boys at no cost in their bid for British asylum, Eric Vadarlis, described their comments as "disgraceful".

"If they want to kick us in the face because we tried to help them, then that should be a reflection on them rather than us," he said.

Pamela Curr, of the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre, said it had been a disaster for the family that "well-meaning activists" had encouraged the boys to escape during the 2002 Woomera detention protest.

- with PAUL McGEOUGH

http://www.theage.com.au/news/immigration/bakhtiyari-boys-say-sorry-over-bitter-battle/2005/10/05/1128191790678.html 

Bakhtiyari boys sorry for the 'lies'

The Australian

Tom Richardson

October 06, 2005

THE teenage sons of Australia's highest-profile asylum-seekers, the Bakhtiyari family, have apologised to the Howard Government for the "lies" they now say prompted their deportation.

Alamdar, 16, and Montazar, 14, claim to have been "used" by refugee advocates and lawyers, who they say ruined their chances of remaining in Australia and forced their deportation to Pakistan in December last year. 

The boys came to national prominence in 2002 when refugee activists deposited them at the British consulate in Melbourne and demanded they be given asylum after facilitating their escape from the now-defunct Woomera detention centre. 

In an interview with the ABC's Lateline aired last night, Alamdar and Montazar apologised to the federal Government, appealing to be allowed to return to Australia to complete their education. 

"I would like to say sorry to the Government," Alamdar said, speaking in the Pakistani city of Lahore. 

"I don't blame the Australian Government for all this ... I blame those who said they were helping us but they were not." 

He blamed "lawyers" and other supporters, saying "they have nothing to do with our family any more". "It was all the advocates, all the lawyers who were forcing us to fight against the Government. 

"The lawyers wanted all the asylum-seekers to be free at once ... the Government didn't want it, so they were always blaming the Government for not doing the right thing and they used our family for all that." He said some of those who claimed to be helping the family had just wanted to "become famous", adding that the same people had not called them once since their deportation 10 months ago. 

Montazar said he could now understand what had happened to them, saying it was "not the Australian Government who caused us to be deported". 

"It was all caused by our lies," he said. In the interview, the boys reiterated their claim that they had never lived in the Pakistani city of Quetta, where the Australian Government was convinced their father Ali had worked as a plumber. 

But Alamdar acknowledged that the family had endured a peripatetic existence, living and working both in Iran and the Pakistani capital of Islamabad, where they remained for "two to three years" before coming to Australia. 

Immigration Minister Amanda Vanstone yesterday emphasised there was a three-year ban preventing the return of people removed from Australia. "There is a risk that if they were allowed to return, they may yet again be unwilling to leave and it would simply re-open the same sorry saga," she said. 

Melbourne lawyer Eric Vadarlis, who represented the boys in their failed appeal for refugee status to the British consulate, said it was disgraceful to blame the family's lawyers for their deportation. "If that is what they're saying, it's disgraceful because we went out of our way to help them on a pro bono basis," he said. "We did it for no personal gain ... If they want to kick us in the face, that should be a reflection on them, rather than us." 

Father Greg O'Kelly, the boys' principal at St Ignatius College, Adelaide, said he could understand Alamdar's frustrations but felt he was being unfair. "Alamdar is the one who has been the most bitter about his treatment ... I think he's being very unfair to those lawyers who went to considerable sacrifices on their behalf." 

Alamdar's comments were also perceived as an attack on the Refugee Action Coalition, which co-ordinated the British consulate episode. 

"They made a plan for us. I wasn't going to go to the British consulate, but the plan was made," Alamdar said. "We were taken and used." 

Father O'Kelly said he felt it was "a rash mistake" that "gave a 12-year-old and a 14-year-old - who wouldn't even have known where Melbourne was, let alone the British consulate - a national notoriety that wouldn't have done them any good". 

Marilyn Shepherd, a para-legal researcher and Bakhtiyari family advocate, said she believed "the consulate catastrophe hurt them the most ... I've never worked out what possessed those people to take them there." 

But Refugee Action Coalition spokesman Ian Rintoul said the consulate invasion "highlighted the hypocrisy of both the Australian and British Governments ... I don't think it was a blow to their cause at all," he said. "I think the Australian public and refugee campaign owes a lot to the Bakhtiyaris for what their suffering revealed about how the Government treated refugees." 

The family's lawyer, Jeremy Moore, said he acted on the boys' mother Roqia Bakhtiyari's behalf to successfully remove her children - including young daughters Nagina, Samina, and Amina - from Woomera. 

"They needed the support of the legal profession and they got an outstanding acknowledgment of that need," he said. 

http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5744,16829501%255E601,00.html 

Bakhtiari brothers seek return to Australia

LATELINE

Australian Broadcasting Corporation

TV PROGRAM TRANSCRIPT

Broadcast: 05/10/2005

Reporter: Geoff Thompson

TONY JONES: Three years ago the case of the Bakhtiari family highlighted the issue of children in Australian detention centres. When the two young Bakhtiari boys escaped from the Woomera facility and resurfaced at the British consulate in Melbourne, asking for asylum in England, ultimately their bids for asylum in both Australia and Britain failed and the family was deported to Pakistan despite their protests that they were, in fact, Afghani. Now the family says that their Australian lawyers and refugee advocates are responsible for them being deported and they're asking the Government to give them another chance. The ABC's South Asia correspondent Geoff Thompson spoke to them in Lahore, Pakistan. 

GEOFF THOMPSON: Nine months after being deported from Australia, Alamdar and Montazar Bakhtiari appear on camera for the first time. They are on a two week holiday in the Pakistani city of Lahore after spending 2005 in the country they have always called home - Afghanistan - where the Bakhtiaris have again settled in the capital, Kabul. The Bakhtiari boys have travelled here with Pakistani visas in their Afghan passports, which they didn't want filmed because they don't want to agitate the Australian Government. They invited Lateline to meet with them because they have a message for Australia's Government and its people. Alamdar Bakhtiari is now 16 and his brother Montazar is 14. 

ALAMDAR BAKHTIARI: The thing I want to say is...first of all I would like to say sorry to the Government. It was all advocates, all the lawyers forcing us to fight against the Government which we were not doing it, so basically we were going to get visas - but the lawyers didn't want that happen, the lawyers wanted all the asylum seekers to be free at once. But everything has it's regulation, rules. The Government did everything by rules, but advocates wanted all asylum seekers to be out at once. 

MONTAZAR BAKHTIARI: The lawyers didn't really help our family at all at the end and I just would like to say that whatever goes on from now on, on behalf of my family I would like to say that they have nothing to do with our family anymore and if anything is going on we would like to negotiate with the Government as a family and I would like all the advocates, all of them, not to do anything to the Bakhtiari family anymore because I don't my life to get even riskier and riskier just because of them. 

GEOFF THOMPSON: The people that fought for your cause in Australia will be perhaps hurt or offended by what you're saying. I mean, is it entirely fair to say that they were doing it for their own self interest. 

MONTAZAR BAKHTIARI: I'm not saying that probably all of them. Probably of about 100 per cent, I would say that about 40 per cent wanted that. But of the other 60 per cent which were working behind the scenes, they knew everything about our family, they just wanted to help, but the other 40 per cent just wanted to become famous and destroy our family basically - that's what they wanted. 

ALAMDAR BAKHTIARI: If they wanted to help us, why are they not talking to us today - nine month, 10 month have past, there was no email, they haven't even called us yet, they are sort of pretending that they don't have our number. 

GEOFF THOMPSON: Tell us the story of what happened to you since you left Australia? 

MONTAZAR BAKHTIARI: Were deported in Pakistan and then it took quite a while to go back to Afghanistan and then we needed more time to get used to the atmosphere, especially at that time, the winter was started and the weather was so cold, and we had a lot of things we were short of and then we needed to provide that to our family to survive because my brother was sick and a lot of other problems we had. Anyway, we got through that. 

GEOFF THOMPSON: While in Australia there were many conflicting accounts about the Bakhtiari's family history. The Bakhtiaris maintain they have never lived in the Pakistani border city of Quetta as the Australian Government has claimed. But tonight Alamdar Bakhtiari says, that like many Afghan refugee families, they travelled around a lot. 

ALAMDAR BAKHTIARI: Before we come to Australia we stayed in Islamabad for two to three years and my dad used to work in Islamabad, then before that we lived in Iran. Then went to Iran, then we had to go back to Afghanistan then we came, my dad, my dad used to work in Iran and so did his brother. He's in Iran as well. My dad brought money and then we came to Islamabad. Then he worked up here until our work was done, then we were sent to Australia. 

GEOFF THOMPSON: Looking back, how do you now feel about your experience in Australia? 

MONTAZAR BAKHTIARI: The whole of Australia still looks like a beautiful country to me, even I have seen some of the bad sides - but it's still...just because of some of the good things. Australia is still a beautiful country to me, would like to go there for visit or for education. 

GEOFF THOMPSON: What about when you escaped from Woomera? 

ALAMDAR BAKHTIARI: We were under 16 - not even 18 - when the breakout happened in Woomera. The breakout...we were sort of held up in detention, we couldn't understand the rules and the laws about refugees, we were only kids, so all we wanted is freedom. We didn't even know what is freedom. 

MONTAZAR BAKHTIARI: And they made a plan for us. I wasn't going to go the British consulate, but the plan was made, we were taken and we were used totally against the Government. But now I am older. I am turning 15. I want to have a new opportunity. I want to use my brain. 

GEOFF THOMPSON: After living in Australia, the Bakhtiari boys now say they feel excluded by Afghanistan's Dari language education system. Now they are asking for another chance to study in Australia or in another English speaking country. 

MONTAZAR BAKHTIARI: The Australian Government is still in the same mind - that we are bad, but I would love to be given another opportunity, just for a while. I just want to do my schooling and then my university. I do want to go back to homeland. I want to build up my country. 

GEOFF THOMPSON: You mean Afghanistan? 

MONTAZAR BAKHTIARI: Yes, and I want to work for my country. 

TONY JONES: Well, Jeremy Moore, the lawyer who acted in Australia for the Bakhtiari children, has today commented on the remarks made in that story. Mr Moore said he was surprised by what the boys had said and pointed out he'd always acted on instructions from the children's mother. He said he believed the release of the Bakhtiaris marked the beginning of the end of detention for children in Australia.

http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2005/s1475568.htm 

Centacare chief questions Bakhtiari teens' criticism

ABC ONLINE NEWS

Thursday, October 6, 2005. 11:00am (AEST)
A key supporter of the Bakhtiari family says the recent criticism levelled at those who made efforts to prevent their deportation does not appear to be genuine.

Bakhtiari teenagers Alamdar and Montazar have blamed activists and their lawyers for their deportation to Pakistan last December.

They are now living in Afghanistan, where they have always maintained they were originally from.

Director of Centacare, Dale West - who looked after the family in Adelaide - says the Bakhtiari teenagers may now be trying to appease the Federal Government by criticising those who supported them.

"I guess what I'm concerned about is that it seems like someone has advised them to say the things they've said because it is different to what our conversation content has been in the last nine or 10 months," he said.

"I'm just concerned that somebody has raised their hopes that if they were to apologise to the Government, distance themselves from other people, that that may seem them come back, but we just know that it's not possible."

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200510/s1475888.htm 

Concern over Bakhtiyari apologies

The Advertiser

By LAURA ANDERSON

07oct05
CONCERNS were raised the Bakhtiyari brothers were encouraged to apologise to the Federal Government in the "false hope" it would help them to return to Australia.

One of the family's main supporters, Centacare director Dale West, said: "It concerns me if someone is advising them to do this, for a chance to get to go back to Australia (to study). 

"In an email on Tuesday Alamdar talked about not wanting to have involvement in the media. This is in stark contradiction to that, which leads me to conclude they have been influenced by some people." 

The comments came as Immigration Minister Amanda Vanstone said they were unlikely to get visas to return to study in Australia. 

She said a three-year ban prevented the return of anyone removed from Australia. 

Alamdar, 16, and Montazer, 15, this week blamed supporters for their deportation to Pakistan in December. 

http://www.theadvertiser.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5936,16841880%255E911,00.html 

Activists admit Bakhtiyari breakout 'ploy'

The Australian

Tom Richardson

October 07, 2005

REFUGEE activists who broke the adolescent Bakhtiyari boys out of Woomera detention centre and smuggled them into the British consulate in Melbourne admitted yesterday it was a "legal ploy" and never believed the boys would be granted refugee status in Britain.

Alamdar, 16, and Montazar, 14, spoke scathingly about the ordeal in an interview aired on the ABC's Lateline this week, blaming their lawyers and refugee advocates for their deportation to Pakistan in December.

They were particularly angry about being "used" by Victorian Refugee Action Coalition members who, in a highly publicised event in 2002, deposited the boys at Melbourne's British consulate.

The Bakhtiyari case became the campaigners' cause celebre in their fight against the Government's immigration policies.

Ian Rintoul, a spokesman for the coalition, yesterday admitted the episode was more a political statement than a genuine attempt to get the boys refugee status. He said many never believed the British Government would grant the request.

"Some people thought (it would work), others had a different opinion - I had a different opinion," Mr Rintoul said.

"As a legal ploy, to be honest, I thought it presented difficulties ... At the end of the day, that episode simply revealed the Australian Government's lack of compassion, (and) the British Government's unwillingness to act." He said there had been "considerable discussion" about what action to take.

"But things happened very, very quickly ... it's not like this was able to be discussed at length among the community."

He denied the event was detrimental to the boys' case for a visa, arguing that "it was just one more embarrassing thing the Government had to deal with".

From Pakistan, Alamdar told the ABC that when the pair were broken out of Woomera, "we couldn't understand the rules ... we were only kids". "We were taken and we were used against the Government."

The Bakhtiyaris' former guardian, Dale West, said he believed somebody had given the boys false hope by advising them to apologise and to turn their backs on supporters.

Mr West, the director of Catholic welfare agency Centacare, said the family had to recognise they were unlikely to return to Australia. "I'm concerned that it seems someone has advised them to say the things they've said ... I'm afraid that someone has raised their hopes. People who are looking to pursue a dream will latch on to anything they think will allow them to achieve that."

Jeremy Khong, 15, a former classmate of Montazar at St Ignatius College in Adelaide, said he had been in touch with his friend, who was "fine (but) a bit lost within himself". 

http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5744,16841062%255E2702,00.html 

The Bakhtiary boys and being "sorry for the lies"

6 October 2005

Project SafeCom Inc.
This headline did the rounds amongst the Murdoch press in the last day. It can be traced baqck to an inaccuracy in the ABC-AM Transcript of 5 October. It has now been corrected. The offending paragraph:

ALAMDAR BAKHTIARI: The Australian Government I would like to say sorry, sorry, sorry to them. I can understand it was the rules, regulation, all that they had to do, but (inaudible) I don't blame the Australian Government for all this. I myself, now I can understand what's happening, it was not the Australian Government who caused us to be deported. It was all caused by our lies.

http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2005/s1475031.htm 

IT NOW SAYS: 

* This transcript has been changed.

ALAMDAR BAKHTIARI: The Australian Government I would like to say sorry, sorry, sorry to them. I can understand it was the rules, regulation, all that they had to do, but (inaudible) I don't blame the Australian Government for all this. I myself, now I can understand what's happening, it was not the Australian Government who caused us to be deported. It was all caused by our lawyers*.

http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2005/s1475031.htm 

ABC makes Bakhtiyari blue

The Age

By Sharon Mathieson

October 7, 2005

THE ABC has been forced to apologise for misquoting the teenage sons of Australia's highest-profile asylum seekers, the Bakhtiyari family.

The national broadcaster issued a transcript of its AM radio program on Wednesday quoting 16-year-old Alamdar Bakhtiyari apologising for the "lies" that led to his family's deportation.

The national media picked up on the comments, which were made during an ABC interview with Alamdar and his brother Montazar, 14, in Pakistan.

But the ABC last night issued a statement saying it had misquoted Alamdar. It said Alamdar had blamed lawyers, and not his family's lies, for their deportation to Pakistan on December 30.

"I don't blame the Australian Government for all this," he said in relation to the Bakhtiyaris' deportation. "I myself, now I can understand what's happening, it was not the Australian Government who caused us to be deported. It was all caused by our lawyers."

However, the original ABC transcript said: "It was all caused by our lies."

"Due to a mistake in transcription, the word 'lawyers' was misheard and written as 'lies'," the ABC said in its statement. "The website has now been amended to correct the error, for which the ABC apologises."

Immigration Minister Amanda Vanstone said yesterday she wanted to hear more of what the Bakhtiyaris now had to say.

She said it was tragic if the boys felt they had been used by lawyers and refugee advocates.

She said it was unlikely the boys would be allowed back to go to school.

Any official considering their request for a study visa would question whether they would be prepared to leave once their visas expired, she said.

AAP

http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/abc-makes-bakhtiyari-blue/2005/10/06/1128562943692.html 

Of lies and lawyers

Regret The Error BLOG

October 07, 2005
Australia's national public broadcaster, the ABC, has apologized for a transcription error that made it sound as if a 16 year-old seeking asylum was apologizing for "lies" that caused his family to be deported. In fact, he was blaming his family's "lawyers." Scroll down a bit or click here to read a similar example from a US newspaper. A story from The Age explains:

THE ABC has been forced to apologise for misquoting the teenage sons of Australia's highest-profile asylum seekers, the Bakhtiyari family.

The national broadcaster issued a transcript of its AM radio program on Wednesday quoting 16-year-old Alamdar Bakhtiyari apologising for the "lies" that led to his family's deportation.

The national media picked up on the comments, which were made during an ABC interview with Alamdar and his brother Montazar, 14, in Pakistan.

But the ABC last night issued a statement saying it had misquoted Alamdar. It said Alamdar had blamed lawyers, and not his family's lies, for their deportation to Pakistan on December 30.

"I don't blame the Australian Government for all this," he said in relation to the Bakhtiyaris' deportation. "I myself, now I can understand what's happening, it was not the Australian Government who caused us to be deported. It was all caused by our lawyers."

However, the original ABC transcript said: "It was all caused by our lies."

"Due to a mistake in transcription, the word 'lawyers' was misheard and written as 'lies'," the ABC said in its statement. "The website has now been amended to correct the error, for which the ABC apologises."

...

Here's the full ABC statement:

On ABC radio's "AM" current affairs program yesterday (October 5th, 2005) a story quoted Alamdar Bakhtiari, who (along with the rest of his family) was deported to Pakistan by the Australian Government in December last year.

In that story, Alamdar Bakhtiari said "I don't blame the Australian Government for all this. I myself, now I can understand what's happening, it was not the Australian Government who caused us to be deported. It was all caused by our lawyers."

The transcript of the story was later posted on the ABC's website, and it contained an error.

Due to a mistake in transcription, the word "lawyers" was misheard and written as "lies".

The website has now been amended to correct the error, for which the ABC apologises.

http://www.regrettheerror.com/2005/10/of_lies_and_law.html 

Editorial: Two boys betrayed

The Australian

October 07, 2005

The Bakhtiyaris believe they were used – they were

PERHAPS self-righteous cynics who pretend to care about asylum-seekers, but use them as political pawns, will shut up after being denounced by the Bakhtiyari boys – but they probably won't. People desperate to stay in Australia are too conveniently portrayed as victims of the supposedly racist, reactionary Howard Government for political activists to leave them alone. On Wednesday the teenage Bakhtiyari brothers, deported when their family's asylum claim was rejected, said they had been used by refugee advocates and lawyers. They are, and have every right to be, bitter. Because they now know they were used as cannon fodder by people whose desperation for any ammunition to use against the Howard Government far exceeded their interest in either the truth, or the wellbeing of kids caught in appalling circumstances. That Alamdar and Montazar Bakhtiyari have now denounced their former allies and advisers as false friends does not excuse the way the Howard Government has handled every aspect of the illegal immigrant issue. Certainly this newspaper has led the way in demonstrating the Government's faults and failings. The Australian opposed the practice of mandatory detention of children while their parents' claims to be asylum-seekers were assessed. In the week of the 2001 election, this newspaper revealed the way the Howard Government was manufacturing political capital from the "children overboard" affair. And in the run-up to last year's election The Australian also revealed that senior public servant Mike Scrafton had told John Howard the allegations were wrong, before the 2001 poll. Nor does the Bakhtiyaris' bitterness apply to the vast majority of passionate opponents of the mandatory detention policy. The compassion of people who visit individuals held in detention is admirable. Over-zealous advocates who clog up the courts with questionable cases on behalf of illegal immigrants do nobody a service. Yet the honourable intentions of most Australians who work to assist people in mandatory detention is obvious.

But not all of them, as the manipulation of the Bakhtiyaris starkly shows. Whether the family had any claim to asylum as persecuted Afghans was problematic from the start. Certainly, in 2002, when The Australian undertook the expedition to reach the remote village where the boys' father, Ali Bakhtiyari, claimed to have lived, no one knew anything of him. Now there are claims his wife, Roqia, is indeed an Afghan. But her husband's nationality is not clear, and there is no doubt the family has lived in countries other than Afghanistan. Any argument that the family had no hope of safe haven other than in Australia was never convincing. It still isn't. Yet whether or not a man desperate to settle his family here lied is less the issue than the behaviour of activists happy to ignore any evidence that got in the way of their cause. Like Ian Rintoul of the Refugee Action Collective, who told this newspaper in August 2002, there were "inconsistencies" in Mr Bakhtiyari's story and that "it is quite possible he lied when he got here", but if so his desire to stay in Australia would make such behaviour understandable. Then there are the activists who organised the June 2002 breakout from the Woomera detention centre, in which the safety of Alamdar and Montazar Bakhtiyari, then just 14 and 12 years old, must have been put at risk. And the faux freedom fighters who spirited the boys to Melbourne for a spectacularly cynical stunt, having them seek sanctuary at the British consulate. Funnily enough, nobody knows how they got there. Certainly not lawyer Eric Vadarlis, who represented the boys in this pointless ploy. Mr Vadarlis told The Australian he was outraged Britain would have no part in this nonsense, but not what he thought about the people who moved a couple of kids across the country in secret, and set them up to be manipulated for political purposes.

But there has always been a great deal of political game-playing in the way some people have used asylum-seekers to advance other causes. That the Prime Minister has transformed Australian politics infuriates self-appointed keepers of the Australian conscience who hate the way his platform – protection against terror, patriotism and pursuit of prosperity – has won him four elections on the trot. It especially appalls activists whose chosen issues are refugees, reconciliation and the republic. They have responded by creating conspiracies to explain why nobody listens to them. Thus they say mandatory detention is Mr Howard's doing, despite the fact the policy has enjoyed bipartisan support since introduced by Labor more than a decade ago. Some go so far as to blame the Australian Government for the death of 353 people when a people-smuggling vessel sank on the high seas in 2001, despite two of the criminals responsible being in prison in Australia and Egypt. Many more argue that border protection puts innocent people who want to live in Australia at risk, when the reverse is true. Knowledge of mandatory detention has put the people-smugglers out of business, thus saving innocent souls from the risk of drowning. There are even opportunists who use the Vivian Alvarez scandal to suggest racism is endemic in Australia. It is nonsense. As the Comrie report revealed yesterday, Ms Alvarez was deported, and left to rot in The Philippines, because of bureaucrats who did not do their jobs. The activists crown all their arguments with the claim that Mr Howard won the 2001 election by whipping up false fears that Australia was threatened with invasion by illegal migrants. Certainly the way the Prime Minister handled the "children overboard" incident is perhaps the biggest stain on his prime ministerial performance. He was set fair to be re-elected on the basis of a bundle of tax concessions and electoral bribes. And the electorate was always going to stick with a safe pair of hands after the September 11 attacks. But Mr Howard's egregious error does not disprove the fundamental point. The vast majority of Australians support a border security policy that guarantees an orderly immigration policy, in which individual circumstances are what matters. Ideologues who want to open our borders to all comers have every right to try to change public opinion. But they must not manipulate the very people they say they want to help. Any activists who want to know why should ask the Bakhtiyari boys. 

http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5744,16836653%255E7583,00.html 

