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Bigger naval

on smugglers

THE watch over Australia’s coastline is to be |
intensified with the deployment of chartered air-
craft, extra navy patrol boats and the develop-
ment of a volunteer coastwatcher system. :

“The Federsl - Governmant has rl].ﬁ_#—lw now the

mzﬂl of a 5

hea on the use of chartered civilian aircraft

The new measures, snnounced

ler for Transport, Mr Nixon, wi

million this year. They include: |
oF— 13

T DEPLOYMENT
chartered aircrail on sur-
veillance work from the

n—coatt- b
north Queensland.

BACKBONE

O reazan for the Increascd
reliance oa civillat resources da
thie ubatanilal caplial cast im-

Iwesd | defen

will rély more

ay by the Minis
cosl an estimaled 515

. By DOUG
HOLDEN

In upg ]
| foree sirvellsnce. The Defence |
Diepuriment says |3 resources
are already sirnined by preset
requirements 1n (hiy Mgl

Backbore of the new ecast=
wileh ayatem will be s pool of
-Hefritian abreraft chartered on
long-term conlracis by the De-
partment of Transport.

Bt s esilmated thai —Uiese
sirerall — with thres glhera
charlensd by cusloms aulharitles
— WHE- My 21000 Bogirs purvells
lance wark In the next 12
momths.

Thiy cofEpares with n tolal af
400 clvillan charter hours flown
In 1977-70,

The poal airceafi, whigh will
have & plol mnd o
the m;ﬂmmtm:“hnmhf

el
will fiy dally mimlona along th
000k conslline From Oerald-
lop, In Western Ausiralin 1o
Calrns, Queensiand, each cover-
Ing & different secilon of Lhe
caasl, =

Thelr principal rale will be
guarkniing checks bui lhey will
mlso provede & Eervice  Tor
Neheries, cusiama, Immigration
and obher muihorilies,

The (hree aircmmil Iclll‘rle:rrd |

e

by clmioms EETHAFTTIEY it
based 0 poribern  Ausizalls.

Thcy will

caled cgulpment and check
reporls of emuggling amnd other
anusisl sctivitber.

The sesreh arcraft will ba
able * 42  summen  custome
lapnehes of naval patrpd Boats
0 app suspacied af-
Fenders or Invesligaie slghlings
more closely.

The Oovernment wants twin-
engpingd aircrafl of the
Bescheraft Baron or Momad iype
for ita gurvelllince chariers. Bul
W odoss el Inlend 1o we Neo-
muds from the Government.
Adrcraft Faciory in Victoris.

This will e a blow (o the

gei governmest oriars wamt iha
EEE pOTEME 13 Lw
mew ecaslwaich policy was &n-
i Aced.

The Iwp eyirs hival patrol
bonls will be of the Attack clam
used in aearch and intercepiion

 ‘The incrensed -force of
tiime il be located a1 Oerald-
tom, Port Hedland, Broome,
Darwin, Cairng and Sydney.

The RAAF will step up ils
coast waich from 470 frng
hours lagt year Lo S000 hours in
the next year.

While the civillan lorce will
be primarily engaged 1 closs
inshore survelllance, the defence
forees will concentrnie on off-
thore palrgla, polie the new
m-paulical-mile Dk BomE,
lbe ap e 1o Darwin ang
areas of high smuggling risk.

nine in the naval patrsl boats |
used far this purpass,
BETTING UP of a coaslal

| murveillance cenire. |

ENCOURAGEMENT al wvolun-
tary  coEdtwabch  wotk by
lHeensed Fshing vessehs, and
other members of e public.

Mr Mizgon maid the changes re-
flected the Covernment's con-
cem AL Increased evidence af
smEggling, whauthorlesd land-
imgs, guEaraniine bresches and
olher lllegal nctivities along the
norihern comalline,

“They aleo Lake scrount of Lhe
meed Lo enfores Auetralls's fsh-
ery laws when the 300-naulbcal-
mile Auwstralisn fishing sens iz
proclalmed.” he aaid,

The. mlniqlltiudti Ml the
&

roach to the
survelllance m mought (o
schigve “masimom  practleal

elfectivenssa & ressonsble cosl”

The new measuncs follow a
detatled report by & commities
of  goveriment deparimeni
hesds. They involve s Itmited
expansion of surveillance work
by the Delence Department, aod
A massbtre sapansion of civilian |
particlpation. . |

The Governmeni expecis to |
declare the pew  fshing mong |
within e next few moortha,

Mr Ni¥oi sald vesterday ihere
WAs no reasen 10 @XpsL any
sudden invasion of the mone by
Torelgn vnl;:kl-u*a'-‘-l-m th; hiap=
pend. They will nave Lo
adequale  bdeniifeniion, ll-:l;::;:
regular position reporis snd call
:..L Australian poris for inapec- |
Ly

Licensed vesely oparaling in |
the sone will be encoursged io
reporl Ulagal intruders.

To spur puble reportog of |
dnisisl air or wca sighlinge = |

P F—— i i !

to be rel up. The number will
e Carberra 47 S8

The Oppostition spoliedman on
transporl, Mr Peier Morris, said
the mesmuses were onreslisthc,

“The initiatives announced by
Mr Wizon makes & mockery of
the Gowernmeni’s dlrs warnings
six monihs ago" he sald

“Ihe nclivilles of the new
Ausiralian Caonstal Survelllance
Centre won't greatly inconvenls
ence orgatiised drug amugglers or
intending Niegal \mmSpranta,

"The proposed 85 milllon ex-
penditurs 8 & shoeslring
spproach.®
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‘Racket’ in refugees

Grafters aid

boat people,
—says Hayden

THE Federal Opposition 1eader, Mr lHawvden, has been

told of & lucrative racket involving the ferrving of boat-
loads of refugees lo Ausiralia

He said yesterday the racket enabled Vietnamese busi-

n:s!men and others whg had ponough mones [or - the-

Fe lo make thewr wav Lo Australia under the guiss

ul being refugees.

Many had  left  (heir | 8y GRAEME ATHERTON
homes mot by force but by

ee. inlemationsl refuges rellel
program. he wou!d be weloome
Mr Hayden sloppsd short of  jy Thatland,
propasipg Ukl beal o peapie b e Havden aaids oI e
expeibed - from  Almcealin, 5. saear from whet rard
called for an  overhaut - of 1R o lucrative racke e
rETnEry eiUERe palicy At B cejgned n oproviding  facifitees
et wad m geirral beliel B fap ysse who can alfond 2o by
Hangkok thal snyone who codld 3 paevage 10 Adriralis
pey Al =ay wor guaranieed i 2 SR .
eniry and seilienent o Ausira- _“IL' "11 "E;::E::’E_t"d_f:‘m::l_

He e hijackerd 1o leave for and
He was speaking |n Manis 8l s sestle | AUSTERNA apder the

the erd of hs monil-long. | ogienaibie baf decettful puise ol

FHEIL-nALaR  toar o &S T Leing relugees”

:'";"' o Auiirabla thais ' Av leng ss people eould pop-

;4.- B iyt linEs 1o pay the flow of boat
T HHIF LA 1¢ wolsll ncresss and Kk
mmtEratr MRy -ﬁ?i:lln 5 imemigration and refugee
GO R R TR PR pabirine wmihd tecaTee reireanT
I Tchelged Tl . - Fh O Auitrslias teade  Tutuss
Mr Hayden samd hi tole oone

Thay officials have expressed | ficmed  Lhai  the counidy um
i T BRRELE 11 i ol e G e spweisl o meach
TEflEeEs AL & has ggeeed 1o ¥ 1 g
mooept  thn year will be : boat
e, teibtial on ia own doorilep.

This walld mesd that abaoui He said b faumd dasappoin-
109800 refugees o5 land-locked | ment smonig Asin (esders (Juat
camps throaigh Thailand o dera vassled
would Be  virtually  escluded
from Ausiralia Mr Hapden, dirimg lbis Ui,

Mr Maydes smid ehousacds of el himsslf in ghe
genulng refugess nese brng ol A lenders ar & pole
i, overcronded camps whide the .'ulst.-l Ko priffie miinaier vILklly
cries  Wilh mntey ocould jump | interedied Yo Lhe peginn
the guede ard get io Ausirells I. Mosl  pousiries  he igied
“Ehrad ot thenr === Glaced greal Imoniianoe wn B
He said shat of Mr Mackel wur apd in e et il e way
el foresrd pasitiva | recleved e mn affieinl governs
propotels  for s posordinaied | ment guest
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'THE. Federal Government’s plans,

anneunced yesterday, to increase the-

ac [ surveillance of the  Yyears, we will
‘walers to our north and north-west  OVer-

'0n

(=]

show a proper regard for what has

become a major problem. At the same
Ime; the annoumncement poinls up-the

difficulties  associated = with ~ the
problem along with the depressing
certainty that it will continue to grow
grealer and cost more as vear follows
‘year.

| ;. Proclamation of the 200-nautical-

—mile zone around our shores will coms
pound the problem and its costs enor-
mously, while grealer mobility will,

continue {o increase the adventurous-

ness and penetrative ability of would-
be refugees and villains alike.

Less than three weeks ago, on June
21, we published figures which showed
a staggering increase in the cost and.
scope of coastal surveillanc®: long-
range maritime patrols by Orion
-aircralt had increased fram 42 flying
hours in 1973-74 1o 2500 flying hours in
1977-78; cosls over the same period
rose from $30.000 to $3.4 mmllion:
patrol boat daysspent on surveillance
had increased from 395 to 1600 in the
same period; and their costs had
increased fram $520,000 to $24 million.

These are rises to take the taxpay-

. er's breath away. But yesterday's .

announcement indicates that much
more will have 1o be spent in the
future -~ and there is no way in which
_we can avoid it. Nor should we {ry to:
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We must pla_m' for
a coastguard

something which can
easily, The result will be ina few
have an expensiv
1SS pabehadonani
tem which will be inefficient.
For a start, it is wrong that our sur-
veillance system should be under the
conltrol of the Minister for Tra
and run by the Marine Operations
Centre — a search and rescue service,
-even-if it is renamed the Coastal Sur-
veillance Centre. Coastal surveillance
must be an integral part of our de-
fence system and must be under the
control of the Defence Department or
closely allied toit.

. Mr Nixon in his stalement yester-
day did not rule out the concept of an
Australian coastguard, although he
made 1t clear that the Government
had rejected the idea for the time
being. Yet this must be our eventual
aim . . . and it should not be held toa
long in abeyance.

The Defence Department and the
services must rethink their approach
to coastal surveillance and the part in

S=

defence which a coastguard could

play in an emergency. Navy and air
force ships and planes are not neces-
sarily, and should not be, the most
efficient and economic tools for coast-
al surveillance. Pilots and crews need Lo
be ftrained for combat not for
atrol work and for them to try to do
Emh will resuit in their being efficient
at neither. _
The Governmenl's plan is a prac-

all too

rt .
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security cannot be bought on the
cheap.

Given the costs involved,
Government's approach is probably
the right one in these economically
difficult times. However, we must
‘beware of the danger of allowing what
Js essentially a stop-gap measure to
become a permanent arrangement —

the -

dical and useful stop-gap measure, But
il must be regarded as just that:
something to fill in while an overall
plan is worked out to establish a
coastguard and incorporate it into our
defence planning — and inlo our de-
fence expenditure, thus ensuring that

. 'we get maximum value for our money

along with the most efficient service,



